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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Introduction

The present thesis titled Tourism Administration in Mizoram: Issues and
Challenges investigated into the working, organization and functions of the Tourism
Department, Government of Mizoram. It also identifies the challenges and issues

faced by the Department in its efforts to develop and promote tourism in the State.

Tourism today has emerged as an important economic force anywhere in the
world. Both domestic and international tourism has rapidly won considerable
recognition as an activity generating a number of social and economic benefits to the
tourists themselves, to the destination economy, and to the global geo-political
environment as a whole. Highlighting its significance, the World Travel and Tourism
Council and World Tourism Organization proclaim tourism as an industry growing
faster than the world economy in terms of output, value-added, capital investment
and employment®. Tourism as a source of foreign exchange and tax revenue has been

attracting increasing attention from national and regional governments.

From the economic point of view tourism is especially important in
developing countries like India. It is a catalyst to economic growth and foreign
exchange earnings. The various and cumulative benefits of tourism can hardly be
over emphasized. Apart from economic development, tourism also plays an

important role in the national development. Tourism interacts with several nation

'Bezbaruah M.P.(1999). Tourism- Current Scenario and Future Prospects.in Yojana, Vol.46, No.8,
pp.7-14.
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