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Chapter — |

Introduction

Urban local body (ULB) is an institution that gomsrthe urban area of a state.
It manages the urban affairs which are local inureatand character. It is
constituted for maintenance and plan developmentludn areasThe ULB is
responsible for planning and delivery of civic amies in the area or region
under its control. The ULB is actually at the battof Indian democracy in the
urban areas. It is responsible for providing propelblic facilities and public
convenience in the urban area. The members or@becilors of the ULB are
directly elected by the people. The power and fioncof conducting and
supervision of the elections in ULB are vested he tState Election
Commission. The State Election Commission annoutitespolling date by
considering the convenience as well as the timi@fincumbent government
in the urban areas. The first chapter discussedasadlyzed the concept of
Urban Local body; the concept of elections and ingwe of election in
democracy. It also highlighted a brief politicalofie of Mizoram with

reference to Aizawl Municipal Corporation (AMC).
1.1 Concept of Urban Local Body

Urban local body (ULB) is the management of urbfai®s where the national
political decisions are reshaped to fit local cdiods. It is the process of

decentralization at the local level. It also refewsthe political mechanisms

I R. Aijaz. (2007). Challenges of Urban Local Govents in IndiaAsia Research Centrévorking
Paper 19.



through which local public decisions are madédrban local bodies function as
an institution to increase people’s participationpolicy formulation and its
implementation. It is an institutional arrangemémiough which democracy
becomes a reality. In today’s world, ULBs play amportant role in the daily
life of the urban dwellers than the state or thatreé government; as their
requirements are local in nature, character angescbhese local issues and
local requirements can be tackled by involving beals. At the same, the
urban communities demand for a proper establishmmentban local body to
address and represent the issues of the urban coityniu a more efficient
way. The ULB is responsible for planning, programgnand integrating basic
civic amenities in terms of region or area inhabitey the community of
people. It also functions as a two-way communicathetween the state
government and itself, where desires and aspimtodrthe urban community
are articulated and carried upward to the stateeigmment; and plans and
programmes of the state and the central governrflemt in the reverse

direction?

Urban local body is also responsible for publiccilfaes and
conveniences. It tries to bring solution to the gheans by training and
educating the masses in the art of self-governnagak it also undertakes
development schemes in various spheres of pulbc Il inculcates national

and social spirit among the people and also impawtg, social and moral

2D. Lockard (1968). Local Government. In D.L. S{ié&l).International Encyclopedia of the Social
Sciences Vol. 9 & 1@ollier-Macmillan Publishers: London. p.456fff.
3 S.R. Maheshwari. (2013)ocal Government in Indid.akshmi Narain Agarwal: Agra. p.5ff.



education to the peopfelts purpose is to promote responsiveness and
accountability and to provide responsive policydgmice and assistance to the

urbanites.

1.2 Emergence of Urban Local Body in India

In India, local government forms the bottom tiérdemocracy, the first two
being the Central Government and the State Govertsm#t functions within
the provisions of the statute and enjoys a limjtagsdiction with restricted
powers and functions. According to Internationatyatopedia of the Social
Sciences, “Local Government may be loosely defiag@ public organization
authorized to decide and administer a limited rapigpublic policies within a
relatively small territory which is a subdivisiorf @ regional or national

government’®

India has been witnessing an accelerated growits mrban population
which demands for a proper institutional arrangenermcater to the needs and
redress the grievances of the urban dwellers. Ue&lmes the most potential
means to promote the benefits of development inuthan area and enables

better accessibility with the urban administratiofhe key to sustaining urban

4P.N. Parashar. (2003)istory and Problems of Municipal Administrationlimdia. Sarup & Sons:
New Delhi. p.10ff.

5D. Lockard. (1968). Local Government. In D.L. Si{fed.)The International Encyclopedia of the
Social Sciences.Vol.9 & 1Qollier-Macmillan Publishers: London. p.451.

6 R.N. Prasad. (2006). Urban Administration-DemadcrBecentralised Governance Perpectives in
Mizoram-Municipalities In R.N. Prasad (edYJrban Local Self Government in Indistittal
Publications: New Delhi. p.12f.



local body lies in the effective decentralizatidnptanning process so that the

benefits of development are carried to the smallean areas.

The institution of local government in India h&s rioots in the British
rule. The local government though existed in theiemt times acquired new
form during the British period as a representatorganization. The first
Municipal Corporation was established in Madraggpntly Chennai) in 1687
which marked the beginning of local governmentridia® The Charter Act of
1793 established a Municipal administration in tihee presidency towns of
Madras, Calcutta and Bombay. Others such ULBs wezated in India after
1842. The evolution of local government in Indiaghe in 1870 with the
famous resolution of Lord Mayo which advocated tHeancial
decentralization from the centre to the provindester in 1882, the local
government was made self-governing by Lord Ripaesolution which laid

the democratic forms of Municipal governance ini&fd

Further, the Government of India Act, 1919 introeld the system of
dyarchy and local government was brought under dbetrol of Indian
Ministries. Certain functions which were developta¢nn nature like local
government, cooperation, agriculture etc. weresfiemned to the control of the
popularly elected ministers who were responsibleth® legislaturé® The

Government of India Act 1935, stressed on the deata@ation of local

7M. Pal. (2008)Decentralized Planning and Development in Indifittal Publications: New Delhi.
p.61.

8 Op cit, S.R. Maheshwari, p.16.

9 P.W. Purushotham & M. Karamatullah. (199Bvelopment Administration: A rural perspective.
Kanishka Publishing House: Delhi. p.5.

2 0Op cit, S.R. Maheshwari, p.22.
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government and introduced provincial autonomy. He post-independence
period, the Constitution of India brought local goyment under the purview
of State Government in 1950 incorporated in théeStast of functions and in
the Directives Principles of State PolityHowever, these institutions did not
enjoy any Constitutional status of its own, excsfattutory status under the
state law since the Constitution of India did no¢afy anything so far as the
rural or urban local bodies was concerned. Theitutstin of ULB was
exclusively a state subject and the structure amaep of the ULBs were
defined by the Municipal laws enacted by the comedrstate. As a result of
which, they could be superseded at will for indédirperiods. This meant that
election to ULBs could not be held within a specifime limit in case of

supersession, there was no regularity in the hgldfrelections!?

Further, the structure and composition of ULBsenaeen faulty, their
powers were limited and circumscribed, the staggesusion and control of
government over them was excessive. Moreover, thd3sUwere not
financially independent and funds were limited. yiweere not granted the
autonomy which the local democratic institutionswgdd enjoy through active
participation in the formation and execution ofndaor the development of
local areas. The Government of India and the gfaternments had appointed
commissions and committees from time to time ton@xa the problems of

ULBs and to make recommendations for their effectifunctioning'?

1S.L. Goel. (2011)Urban Local-self Government — Adminstration and kigement in the 21
century.Deep and Deep Publications: New Delhi. p.12f.

2 0p cit, S.R. Maheshwari, p.217.

13 Local Finance Enquiry Committee (1951), Committeehe Training of Municipal Employees
(1963), Committee of Ministers on Augmentation ofdhcial Resources of Urban Local Bodies
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However, the Central Government began to show fthésrest and sincerity

interest in this direction only after 1989.

Consequently, the Central Government brought a t@otsnal
Amendment Act relating to the urban government (Mipalities) and passed
it by the Parliament in December 1992 and becanegatipe on April 1993
which came to be known as theZ4mendment Act, 1992. The provision has
been inserted in Part IXA of the Indian Constitati@he Act is envisaged to
achieve grass-roots democracy by ensuring peopé&eticipation in the urban
administration®® It is designed to address the inadequacies ofetigting
system of municipalities, redefine the relationshgtween states and urban
local bodies and lay the foundations of a new ap@nao urban management

and governance.

According to the 74 Amendment Act of 1992, every state should
constitute three types of municipalities in urbaraa, that is to say, Nagar
Panchayat for a transitional area (areas in triansitom a rural area to urban
area); Municipal Council for a smaller urban ared unicipal Corporation
for a larger urban area. The Governor of the stetg declare the type of area

based on the population therein, the revenue getkfar local administration,

(1963), Rural-Urban Relationship Committee (19@&&)mmittee on the Service Conditions of
Municipal Employees (1968), Committee on Budgefeform in Municipal Administration (1974)
and Study Group on Constitution, Powers and Lawdrbin Local Bodies and Municipal
Corporations (1982).

1 Op cit, S.R. Maheshwari, p.218.

5 R.N. Prasad. (2006). The Seventy-Fourth Constitali Amendment Act, 1992 and Urban Local
Government Perpectivaa Mizoram. In R.N. Prasad (edUrban Local Self Government in India.
Mittal Publications: New Delhi. p.150.
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the percentage of employment in non-agriculturaivaes, the economic

importance and other factors as he may deetf fit.

Urban Local Bodies in India are governed by the igipalities and
corporation laws of the respective states in acowd with the 74
Amendment Act. They are empowered with powers aspansibilities to
enable them to function as effective institutiorfsself-government. These
powers and responsibilities are specified by tla¢eskeqgislature in respect of
preparation of plans for economic development aodat justice and for
implementation of schemes as may be entrustedetm.tihe Act envisages
that the functions of the ULB would go beyond therenprovision of basic
civic amenities. Article 243W of the Constitutioropides an illustrative list of
eighteen functions to the ULB and has been incatedrin the 12 Schedule
of the Indian Constitutio®. It performs certain functions such as essential
municipal functions, environment management fumsjglanning functions,
agency type functions and functions relating togheernancé? Article 243U
deals with the duration of ULBs, which shall befioe years, from the date of

its appointment?

Many ULBs are either reconstituted or newly constitl after the 74
Amendment Act of 1992 in India. In Mizoram, ther@asvno ULB until the

Mizoram Municipalities Act was passed by the Goweent of Mizoram in

6 Ministry of Statistics and Programme implementatioww.mospi.nic.in
7 Op cit, S.R. Maheshwari, p.223ff.

8 Op cit, S.L. Goel, p.134.

191bid. p.19.
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2007. So the village councifshad its presence both in rural and urban areas
with limited powers and resources which was in edaoce with ‘The Lushai
Hills District (Village Councils) Act, 1953 Although the Mizo District
Council enacted the Mizo District (Administratioh Bown Committees) Act
in 1955, it was neither introduced nor adapted hg Government of
Mizoram?? Therefore, the imperative need to set up urbamllbody in
Mizoram was lately felt by the State Governmenbider to bring about the
socio-economic development in the urban area. Safber the Mizoram
Municipalities was passed by the State Governmer2007, the first ULB
known as the Aizawl Municipal Council was estaldighn Aizawl and started
functioning from %' July 2008. The first election to the Aizawl Murmali

Council was held on"8November 2010.

1.3. Concept of Elections

Elections constitute an important element in thealeratic process. It enables
the citizens to intervene directly in the politicplrocess, select their
representatives and express their policy prefesengkections legitimize the
power exercised by the governments and make there nepresentative and
accountable. Broadly speaking, election is simplghaice. But equally, a

choice is not a ‘vote in an election’ unless theoader conforms to the

20Village Council is a form of village administrati@t the grassroots level in Mizoram. it is a
democratic institution of decentralised governamb&h came to exist in 1953 in accordance with
Lushai Hills District (Village Council) Act passdxy the Mizo District Council.

2IR.K. Satapathy. (2006). Seventy-Fourth Constit@ickmendment and Need for Municipal
Government in Mizorann R.N. Prasad (edJrban Local Self Government in Indislittal
Publications: New Delhi. p.171.

22 Op cit, R.N. Prasad, (2006). p.159.
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specified legal proceduré.In a narrower sense, the term is limited to the
choice of person for political offices, or for nomtion to such offices, by the
people, or by a somewhat numerous body as disshgdi from appointment
by a single person, or the determination of othesstjons submitted by law to

popular vote’?

The Social Science Encyclopedia defines electisn“a form of
procedure, recognized by the rules of an orgamzafgovernment or private)
whereby all or some of the members of the orgaisimathoose a smaller
number of persons or one person to hold office atharity in the
organization™® This definition raises a number of points as temipts to
embrace both formal and social significance boties” and “choice”. Ideally,
both elements should be present in an eleéfioAccording to The
Representation of the People Act, 1951, “Electiczans an election to fill a
seat or seats in either House of Parliament ohenHouse or either House of

the Legislature of a Staté”.

Election also means an opportunity for voters ttd leected officials
accountable for their actions or to choose betwsmmpeting candidates or
their policies. Election is a method for drawingopei opinion. Public opinion
is supposed to be the source of and guide to kntnat ywublic official or

political leaders do. The democratic system reguihat election contestants

2 W.J.M. Mackenzie. (1968). Elections. In D.L. Sil&xl). Thelnternational Encyclopedia of the
Social Sciences Vol. Bollier-Macmillan Publishers: London. p.2.

24 ].C. Ruppenthal. (1906). Election Reforms: Thedr®ward Democracy he Municipal Problems.
The Annals of the American Academy of Political 8ndial Science.Vol.28. 53-83.

25 Op cit, W.J.M. Mackenzie. p.2.

2 |bid.

2TR. Ali. (1996).Representative Democracy and Concept of Free amdEections.Deep and Deep
Publications: New Delhi. p.20.
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should consult the public and should try to follasvmandate. So election is a
means of telling to an elected official whetherhaes received a mandate from
the people for his policies. Election is also defiras a process through which
the authority of Government clothed with legitimageaceful and orderly
transfer of power to new rulers is ensured andcgffe control by the people
over the Government is exercised. Election createsnse of involvement and
participation in public affairs among the citizefidt deals with persons acting
within systems of ethical norms and legal procesluteis also argued that
election is one of many procedures used to engg@a succession to office in
different organizations and societies. There ardigunities in the usage of
election, appointment or co-option. It can be padnbut that in an election the
choosers are a relatively numerous body in whiehvititers act independently
of one another and more or less simultaneously evhsrthe appointing body

act in consultatio”?®
1.4. Origin of Elections

The idea of election originated in the ancient Gre#ty-states. In fact,
elections took a central place in politics for fimst time in the Greek city
states during the fifth and sixth centuries 8®oting in Greek city-states was
held directly on policy proposals and governmengseanot elected but drawn
by lot3! The tradition of ancient elections was preservethe church rather

than in the state and continued in the Roman Gatklurch. Later on, many

28 |bid. p.20.

2% Op cit, W.J.M. Mackenzie, p.2f.

30 |bid. p.3.

31 M.D. McDonald & I. Budge. (2005Elections, Parties, Democracy- Conferring the Media
Mandate.Oxford University Press: New York. Loc.198. (Kiadtdition).
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national and nonconformist churches used electisrfie basis of a legitimate
claim to hold office. The most ancient and contusitradition has been that of
the election of superiors (popes, bishops, deansyspand so on) by a

relatively small electorate consisting of thosetriexank.3?

The modern form of elections began in thé t@ntury in Europe and
North America due to the emergence of a represeatgovernment in the
contemporary world® In England, the process of equalitarian electoral
democracy took more than one hundred years, frenRésform Act of 1832 to
the abolition of multiple votes in 1948. In Swed#re extreme inequalities of
electoral influence were maintained until 1921. Bedgians went through an
intriguing phase of multiple voting from 1893 to1I®where all men over 25
were enfranchised. In France, the Law of Janua8@ Iiiaintained a system of
indirect elections and the constitution of 1793 twstmaight to the stage of
manhood suffrage. The Revolution of 1848 brougtsudden thrust toward
maximal democracy in France and the first moderasnedection took place on
Easter day in 1848. Denmark went through a briefiode of estate
representation after 1831 and then moved straigbta system of nationwide
elections under a very extensive manhood suffrade849. Similarly, Finland
stuck to the inherited Swedish system of four estaintii 1906 and then
passed on to the maximization of universal and legjtiaenship rights to not
only all men but also all women. Iceland saw theestablishment of its

parliament in 1874 and the stage of near-univessdfrage for men and

32 Op cit, W.J.M. Mackenzie, p.4.
33 Brian Duignan. (2013)Political Parties, Interest Group and ElectioBritannica Educational
Publishing: New York. p.94.
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women was reached in 1915. By the end of World Wananhood suffrage
was opted by the majority of European and Europsestied polities; many of

them even opted for universal suffrage for womewels 34
1.5 Elections in India

Like other modern democratic countries of the wolhdlia has also adopted a
constitutional democracy. Elections in India ddiaesk to the British era. The
British Rulers, in pursuance of their policy of di® and rule, introduced the
system of Communal Electoral Rolls in India undes Indian Councils Act of
1909. The separate electorates were created folifviudogether with a
system of weighted representation. The system wdsnd@ed to other
communities by the Government of India Act, 1919 dr®35%° The then
Indian political leaders particularly, the freeddighters found the system
unjustified; the Parliament of India abolishedntantroduced the principle of
“one voter — one vote — one value”. The said pplecis provided in Section
62 clauses (3) and (4) of the Representation opleedct, 19513¢ On the basis
of “one voter — one vote — one value”, the firshgel election (Lok Sabha

election) in India was held in 1952.

In the post-independence India, elections are octeduat various levels
of the federal structure. There is the nation-walection for Lok Sabha
(House of the People) that consists of 545 meml#drghe state level, there

are elections for the State Legislative Assemblisisthe grass-roots level,

34 Op cit, W.J.M. Mackenzie, p.7ff.
35 Op cit, R. Ali, p.85.
3 |bid. p.49.
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there are elections for local bodies like the tHreeed Panchayati Raj system
in rural areas and Municipal governments in urbagast’ One level of

election is related to other level of election.&w/hole it constitutes a network
of electoral politics in contemporary India andtie basic framework of

India’s democratic regimé.

In the Constitution of India the term “election’nst defined. However,
in Punnuswami Vs Returning Officer, the Supreme r€ami India while
interpreting the provisions of Part XV of the Congion held that the word
‘election’ has by long usage in connection with ti@cess of selection of
proper representation in democratic institutionsgured both a wide and a
narrow meaning. In the narrow sense it is used éamthat final selection
which may embrace the result of the poll when theneolling or a particular
candidate being returned unopposed when there mlholn the wider sense,
the word is used to connote the entire processinating in a candidate being

declared electet?.

It can be mentioned here that Section 2(d) of tlepr&sentation of
People Act, 1951 has defined the term electioryghat does not lay down the
guideline for free and fair elections in IndfaThe idea of conducting free and
fair elections in India was mooted by the foundifaghers of the Indian
Constitution. They thought that the responsibildyhold free and fair election

in the country should be entrusted to an indepentdedy which would be

37 N. Kondo. (2007). Election Studies in Indiastitute of Developing Economies. Na.98

38 |bid.

39 A B. Kafaltiya. (2007)Democracy and Election LawBeep and Deep Publications: New Delhi.
p.43.

40 |bid. p.43.
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insulated from political or executive interferend¥ith the object of ensuring
efficient and impartial functioning of the electbraachinery, the Constitution
provides for an independent Election Commissiopeamanent body under

Article 32441

Elections are conducted according to the consiitali provisions,
supplemented by the laws made by Parliament. Thgormiaws are
Representation of the People Act, 1950, which maidéals with the
preparation and revision of electoral rolls, thgpRReentation of People Act,
1951 deals in detail all the aspects of conductle€tions and post-election
disputes. The Supreme Court of India held that wibe enacted laws are
silent or make insufficient provision to deal with given situation in the
conduct of elections, the Election Commission Inasresiduary powers under
the Constitution to act in appropriate manftfefhe Election Commission of
India evolved a Model Code of Conduct after comsglt with the
representatives of all the political parties. Itswdesigned to regulate the
general conduct of political parties and candidaiesholding election
meetings, arranging processions, entry in the mupllbooths and taking

remedial measures to prevent corrupt practicesetc

1.6 Democracy and Elections

Elections form an integral and inseparable partlerhocracy. As democracy

contemplates free and fair elections, it can fumctonly upon the faith that

41 bid. p.11
42 Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in(Retrieved on 17/02/2016 8:40pm)
43 Op cit, A.B. Kafaltiya, p.11.
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elections are free and faff. Every citizen in a democracy must be free to vote
and his vote must count and be of value. Henceritité to vote must be
protected and for this purpose a democratic govenhimrmust develop a just
system of representation. Elections to the legistaare not private affairs of
the contestants. They are matters of public intered of national importance.
Democracy needs participation of the people ingitreernance of the country
and this participation is possible only when evguglified citizen is given the
right of franchise to enable him to elect the reprgative of his choice to the
legislature. Therefore, no right is more preciausifree country than that of
having a choice in the election of those who makeslunder which the people

live.#®

Simply conducting elections is not a sufficient dbion for political
representation, but there is no doubt that theyaarecessary condition. Indeed
some thinkers have gone further and portrayediefecias the very heart of
democracy. This was the view developed by Josephr8peter inCapitalism,
Socialism and Democracy(1942), which portrayed democracy as an
‘institutional arrangement’. Election is a meansfiliing public office by a
competitive struggle for the people’s vote. He Hert writes, “Democracy
means only that the people have the opportunitgookpting or refusing the
men who are to rule them®.In interpreting democracy as nothing more than a
political method, Schumpeter in effect identified with elections, and

specifically with competitive elections. The marelaf the people to form an

44 Op cit, R. Ali, p.7.
45 Op cit, A. B. Kafaltiya, p.36.
46 Cited in, A. Heywood (2002politics. Palgrave Foundations: London. p.229.
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elected government depends on free and fair etectiwwhich is a basic
postulate of democratic process. The absence didence of the people in the
verdict through ballot box may endanger the whotamdcratic systerfY.

Samuel P. Huntington has rightfully observed thiatfand fair elections are
the essence of democracy. He argued that electiaggproduced governments
which are inefficient, corrupt, short-sighted, spensible, dominated by
special interests and incapable of adopting paidemanded by the public

good, but these qualities do not make them undeatioé?

It is argued that electors in a large state cawdtl decide directly on
policy as was the case in the Greek city statest tBay could elect
representatives and choose among policy stancesaiad by the parties’
election programmes. Thus, election plays a keg imola democratic polity as
it gives mandate to elected members for formingginernment, on obtaining
their majority, control the government, ascertaublg opinion on various
issues and choose law-makers periodic&liMo political system can be held
as democratic unless the representatives are chibseungh elections. As
democracy involves electoral competition and wideag voting participation,
elections had to be not only universal and equaldisp secret in order to

qualify as democratie®

47 Op cit, A.B. Kafaltiya, p.4.

48 S.P. Huntington. (1991The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Tweht@entury
University of Oklahoma Press: Norman. p. 9f.

49 Op cit, A.B. Kafaltiya, p.43

50 Op cit, W.J.M. Mackenzie, p.10.
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1.7 Political Profile of Mizoram

Prior to British annexation of the Lushai Hills étipresent Mizoram) in 1890,
chieftainship was the only form of administrativeganization in the Lushai
Hills. Each village was ruled independently by #gtocratic chiefs having
hereditary right to rule. The Chief was assistecalyroup ofUpa (Council of
elders). TheseUpa were nominated by the Chiefs themselves without
consulting the villagers: The institution of Chieftainship continued even
during the British and post-independence India wime minor modifications

in the power and functions of the Chief. The age® tahditional institution of
the Chieftainship was abolished by The Assam LusHdls District

(Acquisition of Chiefs’ Rights) Bill in 19542

During the British period in the Lushai Hills, agnd of political
activity was kept at bay until the administratioavg permission to form
political organisation in 1946. It was from the mi®40s that the Mizo
witnessed political development in the directionnobdern political system.
The first political party, the Mizo Union came intaistence on'9April 1946
and became popular among the commoners becautehafsic and unofficial

anti-chiefs orientatiof?

In the meantime, the Mizo commoners started tazedhe oppressive

autocratic chief’s rule and began to assert theavgnces. The leaders of the

51 K.M. Zakhuma. (2001)Political Development in Mizoram from 1946 to 19@9study with special
reference to Political Parties in Mizorard.R. Bros: Aizawl. p.34

52 C. Hermana. (1999Foram Politics Thli Tleh Dan. Vol. Prescom: Aizawl. p.38

53 Lalchungnunga. (1994Mizoram Politics of Regionalism and National Intation. Reliance
Publishing House: New Delhi. p.33,73.
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Lushai Hills particularly the leaders of the Youbgshai Association (YLA)
consulted the then Superintendent A. McDonald ideeate upon the matter
of grievances of the Mizef On January 1946, the Superintendent
A.MacDonald established a body of District Confexrio advise him on
matters of administration of customary law. Thestfielection to the District
Conference was held on M 4anuary 1946, which became the first election
held in the Lushai Hill8® There were separate electorates (one for the Chief
and the other for the commoners) in order to &8athiefs and 20 commoners
representing each circle. The chiefs voted foreleetion of 20 chiefs and the
commoners voted for the election of their represt@rds. The election of the
commoners’ representative was based on ‘househaiattiise’ at the rate of
one vote for ten housé&$In the post-independent India, the last Superigan

of the Lushai Hills, L.L. Peters established aneiimh District Advisory
Council to manage its local affairs and minor works election to the District
Advisory Council on the basis of adult franchisesvisald on 18 April 194857
These two elections were the only elections heldnduthe British period in

Lushai Hills.

In the post-independence period, the Indian Cartitit under Articles
244 (2) and 275 (1) set up the Mizo District Colrmnd Pawi-Lakher
Regional Council in 1952 and 1953 respectivelyhia érstwhile Lushai Hills

(the then Mizo Hills District of Assan?¥. The first election to the Mizo District

54 K.L. Chhuanvawra. (2009Mizo Union Kha (1946-1974)ois Bet: Aizawl. p.22.

55 Op cit, K.M. Zakhuma, p.56.

56 R.N. Prasad. (1987%overnment and Politics in MizoraNorthern Book Centre: New Delhi. p.75f.
57 Op cit, C. Hermana, p.25.

58 Op cit, R.N. Prasad. (1987). p.103.
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Council was held on 3 "4January 1952 on the basis of adult franchise.
There were 24 seats out of which 18 were electeecitly from the single
member constituencies and 6 were nominated by theei@or of Assam on
the advice of the Chief Executive Member, for anteaf 5 year$? After the
Chieftainship was abolished in 1954, the Distriabu@cil constituted an
administrative set up in the form of village cous@n the basis of universal

franchise?! The first election to the village council was haldApril 195492

The Mizo district of Assam was upgraded to the ustabf Union
Territory in 1972 and named it as Mizoram. Thetfgeneral election to the
Assembly of Mizoram was held in 1972. The Mizo Unigon 21 seats out of
30 seats and formed the ministry with Ch. Chhurgyéha first Chief Minister
of Mizoram®® After 14 years, Mizoram was again upgraded tolkfledged
state of Indian Union in 1986. The first electiom the State Legislative
Assembly was held on T6February 1987. Since then Mizoram witnessed

seven State Legislative Assembly elections tiledat

The ULB in Mizoram is of recent origin brought faavd by the
Mizoram Municipalities Act, 2007 which gave a hesdrt to the constitution
of the Aizawl Municipal Council ons1July 2008. With the implementation of
Mizoram Municipalities Act, 2007, Aizawl is conved to a city from a cluster
of villages (Village Council) in the true Constitutal sense as per the'74

Amendment Act and the transition from the admiaistn of village councils

9 Op cit, K.L. Chhuanvawra, p.66.

80 Op cit, R.N. Prasad, (1987). p.103.

61 Op cit, K.M. Zakhuma, p.68.

62 K. Lawmzuala. (2002). Mizo District Council Kh&952-1962). Lengchhawn Press: Aizawl. p.94.
63 Op cit, K.M. Zakhuma, p.76.
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to the administration of Municipal government ikda as a positive step
towards urban development and administration by pleeple. Mizoram
experienced its first election to the ULB ofi Rovember 2010. As per the'74
Amendment Act, six wards have been reserved forvibenen candidates
which shall be rotated after every five years. Bueawl Municipal Council
consists of 19 elected members representing 19swafrthe Aizawl city and
other 12 members appointed by the Governor of NMiagrcollectively known
as the Board of Councilors (BOC). The BOC is thghbkst decision-making
body of the Aizawl Municipal Council and is headaygl the Chairman. Both
the Chairman and the Vice Chairman are electedhbyetected Councilors.
Besides the BOC, there is an Executive Council (EGpsisting of the
Chairman, Vice Chairman and other three membersviknas the Executive
Councilors appointed by the Chairman. The EC exesciall the executive

powers.

In 2015, the Aizawl Municipal Council crossed thmit of 3 lakhs
population in terms of the Mizoram MunicipalitiectA2007. It states that an
urban area with a population of 3 lakhs or more hayleclared as a larger
urban area. As a result, it was upgraded to a Niali€orporation and named
it as Aizawl Municipal Corporation (AMC) in Octob@015%* Subsequently,
the election to the Aizawl Municipal Corporation svaeld on 28 November
2015. So far, the urban local body in Mizoram hasegsed two elections

since its existence.

64 Aizawl Municipal Corporation: amc.mizoram.gov.Retrieved on 03/03/2016 07:05pm)
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1.8 Statement of the problem

Various scholars are of the view that the trenelettion studies in India has
been influenced by the evolution of actual eledtpdditics, especially those of
Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assembly electibrdian election is said to
be a complex one because of its cultural, linguis&thnic and religion
diversity of the Indian society. Some scholars arthiat electoral studies in
India have unique features because of its peceli@ments such as caste.
While caste, cultural, linguistic and religious eligity are characteristic of
Indian society and have been recognized as imgoreaims for studies in
Indian voting behavior. There are scholars who argwt Mizoram has a
unique political identity and remained largely uieated by the fluctuations in
national politics. It has been observed that in dvlan elections, the
accessibility and personality of the candidatesnisre important than the

parent party on whose ticket the candidate stood.

The study intends to focus on the urban local bedgctions in
Mizoram. The Aizawl Municipal Council started fuimsting from Pt July
2008. The voter turnout in the 2010 Aizawl Munidig@ouncil election was
recorded 63.60 percent and that of the 2015 Aizstwhicipal Corporation
(AMC) election was 63.55 percetttThe turnouts in both of the urban local
body elections are significantly lower than thatleg State Assembly elections
held in the preceding years. Mizoram has been asing a high voter turnout

in the State Legislative Assembly elections. It fatthe last three Assembly

85 State Election Commission, Mizoram: sec.mizoramiggRetrieved on 08/03/2016 8:30pm)
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elections held in Mizoram, the voter turnouts wé&&67%, 80.02% and

80.82% in 2003, 2008 and 2013 respectivelit.is a cliché in India that the
turnout does not go down as one goes down thedfetemocracy. This shows
that the turnouts in the AMC elections did notdellthe national trend where
the bottom tier of democracy records higher pgréton. Given the turnouts
of the State Legislative Assembly elections, the@Blections are expected to
record a turnout of over 70 percent. Therefores iproposed to study the
voting behavior in the AMC elections to understahd nature and trend of
urban local body elections in Mizoram. Moreoverwill also examine the

connection between urban local bodies and staé pmlitics.

1.9 Review of Literature

The review of literature is arranged in a thematianner: The first part

discusses literature relating to urban local bodm$the second part deals with
elections and electoral politics. The third pamsets of those literature related
to voting behavior and election studies in IndidneTlast part focuses on

democracy and the importance of elections in deawycr
A.

llluminating information on the various aspects afban local
government is found in the work of P. Sachdeva 8).98 hisUrban Local
Government and Administration in Indidhe book deals with the meaning,

scope and significance of urban local governmewegng the latest facts and

66 Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in(Retrieved on 03/03/2016 07:00pm)
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figures, policies and programmes of urban developiraad the mechanism of

their administration.

Indian Administrationby S.R. Maheshwari (2000) is an attempt to
understand the administrative system in India. &tthor discusses in detalil
the machinery of government and its functioninghat Central, state and local
levels. The book gives a detail description of tbke and functions of the
Centre and State Governments along with the roleuddl and urban local
government, its significance and how it came intastence. The author
stresses on the administrative purpose of locabgowent which provides a

deeper understanding of local government in India.

In Civic Elections: Politics from AbovdR. Thirunavukkarasu (2002)
discusses the factors that influenced the votintjepes in the local body
elections of Tamil Nadu in 2001. The author deltasahat besides the arrest
of former chief minister and DMK president M. Kaamdhi and the
installation of Jayalalitha to the chief ministef®st, the change in the
character of politics may have influenced the \@tpatterns. He argues that
ideological debate and crafting of politics on thasis of ideology have been
replaced by ‘person-centred’ politics in the stateere locally specific issues
begin to have a vital and determining role. Thackertreflects upon the
performances of different parties in order to brong the factors influencing
the voting patterns in the local body elections. the author points out,

individual popularities seem to have a crucialuefice on the voting patterns
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which can be seen in the victories of independamditlates, especially in

town panchayat councils.

Urban Local Self-Government in India — With Refeeerto North
Eastern Statedy R.N. Prasad (2006) includes twenty scholarlyeaesh
papers which deal with the concept of local selfegaance, various issues and
problems, challenges and constraints concerningtaug of the Municipal
administration in the growing urban areas of thatNdeastern states. The
book offers positive suggestions to tackle the gngwrban problems and it
emphasizes more on the7ZAmendment Act, 1992 relating to the set up of the

urban local bodies.

S.L. Goel (2011) in his work,Urban Local Self Government:
Administration and Management in thes2Century made an attempt to
examine all issues of urban local government irmitlethe book consists of
five parts focusing on the traditional municipalstures and functions, urban
infrastructure and development, urban reforms, slumprovement and
development, trust areas and new trends. The ahipblights the significance
of local government in establishing democracy at libcal, state and Union
level. He argues that urban local government inalrfths vast potential to

improve the quality of life of citizens in urbareas.

The book Representative Democracy and concept of free amd fa

electionsby Raisa Ali (1996) made an in-depth study of buening issue of
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elections in India. It is a critical study of dile issues relating to representative
democracy and free and fair elections. It provigeslluminating study on the
constitution of Election Commission and the mudicét role of judiciary in the
electoral process. It also discusses the varioigneés in the light of relevant

judicial decisions and makes necessary suggesdimhsecommendations.

A.B. Kafaltiya’s (2007) bookDemocracy and Election Lawsade an
attempt to evaluate Indian Constitutional democtaay the purity of elections
to the Legislatures. He focuses on the factors hwicguse instability of the
government and which directly affect the outcomeeleictions. He examines
the democratic values, its principles and practioeisig exercised under the
Constitution of India and an analytical examinatonthe law of election. This
book offers a better understanding of election fa@m the standpoint of
corrupt practices control perspective or the irdlnal liberty to vote

perspective.

In Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Electibyp Stephen J. Wayne
(2011) focuses on American electoral politics. Xpleres the critical and
controversial issues that confront the Americanitieal system. It looks at
American democracy in theory and practice, notesrevland why practices
deviate from theory, and then proposes reformddsecthe gap. It discusses
democratic theory in general and the democratict@lal process in particular
and examines the key aspects of electoral pobinckelectoral process itself. It
presents interesting and sometimes disturbing falotsit democratic election

practices and processes.
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W.H. Morris Jones (1957) highlights the difficulby understanding the
Indian electoral behavior in his workdian Voting Behaviourwhere the
majority of the population is illiterate with a lol@vel of democratic political
experience. He elaborates upon the work of varsahslars and claims, ‘of the
sex of the voter, a great deal can be said aboat tyipe of voter votes for
what type of candidate simply by an analysis of@ifeg. He cites the study of
Nuffield surveys which contribute a detailed degsiwon of the campaign
process which was done largely on the basis okammation of press reports
and comments. He proposes the use of sample sunvagstricted areas to

probe into the motivation of particular groups ofers.

In his articleElection Studies in Indjdmtiaz Ahmad (1977) elaborates
upon the electoral trends and the growth of elacstudies in India. This
article focuses on the need to change our apprtaaiection studies. The
author argues that the large majority of the redess on electoral behavior
have been the usual run-of-the-mill exercises basé#ter on thoughtless
lumping together of disparate questions or whoesdlorrowing of
guestionnaires and schedules from scholars engadkd study of elections in
Western countries. The paper attempts to leaves asigeneral critique of the
survey methodology and points out the survey a®chnique or tool of
research which relies upon the individual as thi¢ afnresearch. It provides a
good insight of the survey approach which couldapelied to the study of

electoral behavior.
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H. Himmelweit, P. Humphreys, M. Jaeger and M. K&881) put
forward what they called a Consumer Model of Vot®iCe in their boolHow
Voters Decide: A Longitudinal Study of Political tididdes and Voting
Extending Over Fifteen Year§hey proposed that the same principles hold in
voting as in purchasing consumer goods where thera@arches for the best
fit or the least misfit between his or her viewsl ganeferences and the parties’
platforms. The authors have developed a societghgdogical approach, a
systems approach which takes more account of tteedependence of the
individual and society than is usual in traditiorsacial psychology. They
examine both the social reality and the individsiaxperience of reality by
observing information about the same individualeroa long period, from
their early twenties to their middle thirties to &lele to examine the influence
of both societal changes in their own lives on aakl and vote choice. The
book has relevance for the information it providesthe process of decision-

making in voting.

Yogendra Yadav (1999) in his esshBiectoral Politics in the Time of
Change: India’s Third Electoral System, 1989-198fhde an attempt to
understand the politics of electoral choice durithg time. This period
represents the full unfolding of the contradictlmetween the logic of political
equality and that of social inequality. The essaglgses the participatory
upsurge during the decade under study which leatisetdownward spread of
democracy, where the lower sections of the sodetyin to participate in the

political process. The author gives an overviewhef electoral politics of the



33

previous decade which is merely a story of thedraeicline and the impending
collapse of Indian democracy. The essay highliginstransitions of the third
electoral system mark by the three M’s: Mandal, Mamand Market which

creates an extraordinary opportunity for reworkihg established political
alignments. The essay provides a deep understandiogr electoral system,

its transition from the era of Congress dominaché¢ post-Congress polity.

R.K. Satapathy (2004) in hiBositive Vote for the State Government
illustrates the overwhelming popularity of the Mikiational Front (MNF) in
the 2004 Lok Sabha elections in Mizoram. The authees a detailed survey
report of the National Election Study, 2004. Heevlss that the victory of the
MNF was an appreciation of the people for the wddne by the MNF
government in the state in the last five-six yeas,well as Zoramthanga’s
leadership. This essay analyses the factors whasttributed towards the
popularity of the MNF party. It examines the votitgnds among voters
belonging to all economic classes and proves tarbeffective tool to gain a

deeper insight of Mizoram electorate.

Studying Elections in India: Scientific and Poliic debates by
Stephanie Tawa Lama-Rewal (2009) focuses on thehadelogies and
approaches deployed for the studies of electionghm world’s largest
democracy. The study seeks to attempt the scierdiid political debates
around election studies. The paper argues thati@testudies are really in
between science and politics, and is importantoiaextualize them. It starts

with a quick overview of the different types of @ien studies which have
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been produced in India and goes on to analyze iassef dilemmas and
debates attached to election studies, which hightige intricate nature of the
political and scientific issues at stake. The autbwscusses the study of
elections from the vantage point of a relativelyited political territory. The

paper ends with the scientific and political debaeound the study of Indian
elections which underline that no method is pditic neutral and that they
illustrate the particularly problematic relationstof one discipline, political

science, with the political sphere and with the med

A good deal of information on Mizoram elections daa seen in the
work of Lallianchhunga (2009Mizoram: The Congress Holds its Ground
The author elaborates upon the voting behaviorhia 2009 Lok Sabha
elections in Mizoram by referring to the Nationde&ion Study 2009. He
argues that Mizoram has a unique political idenaityd remained largely
unaffected by the fluctuations in national politidde observes that the
accessibility and personality of the candidatesnsaebe more important than
the parent party on whose ticket the candidatedstdere, the author refers to
the NES 2009 which revealed that voters tended ive grimary to the

candidate when deciding whom to vote for.

Zahida Akhter and Younis Ah. Sheikh (2014) giveetailed discussion
on the determinants of voting behavior in Indigheir essaypeterminants of
Voting Behaviour in India: Theoretical PerspectivEhe authors give an
overview of election studies in India from the fiGGeneral Elections where

studies on elections lack methodological rigor aoghistication. The authors
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claim that the tools employed in the studies ottda politics and voting
behavior became increasingly sharpened. They al@idhe increased use of
survey method and observation technique has imgrédwe quality of election
studies in India. The study finds out that electtundies in India were mainly
inspired by Western studies on voting behavioreesly the Columbia and

Michigan studies in the United States.
D.

Samuel P. Huntington (1991) in his bookhe Third Wave:
Democratization in the Late P0Century characterizes the extension of
democracy beginning from 1974. The book mainly usses on the transition
from authoritarian or dictatorship to democratidifpzal regime between 1974
and 1990. The author gives three general approathethe concept of
democracy. For this study, he uses the procedwfhiion of democracy
which he largely drew from the Schumpeterian mofiprocedural concept.
He argues that the central procedure of democatlye selection of leaders
through competitive elections by the people theyego. The book offers a
great deal of information on how elections work @mocracy. The author
claims that elections, open, free and fair are dbgence of democracy, the

inescapable sine qua non.

Michael McDonald and lan Budge (2005) in their detiElections and
Governancehighlight the role of elections in a democracyeTduthors argue
that elections are the distinguishing institutioh d@emocracy translating

individual voter preferences into collective cha@idbat can in some sense be
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said to reflect them. The article elaborates on kwsvpreferences reflected in
votes and how they combined to produce the oveltalition result. In their
assertion on how democracy should entail populacifpation of public
policies, the authors draw on the oldest conceptimindemocracy in Greek
city-states. The article has been useful in proxgjdhe role that elections play
in democracy and suggests that elections the méddajority) preference of
the population, plus the overall policy structumrespace within which it is

embedded.

The above review of literature shows that thereimmense literatures
on elections. However, there are very few literaguavailable on elections in
Mizoram, particularly Urban Local Body elections.oMover, there is no
research work or project undertaking in the Departihof Political Science at
Mizoram University to the best of my knowledge. téfere, the scholar
studied Urban Local Body elections in Mizoram wéh aim to contribute a
literature on the body of knowledge relating tocgts in Mizoram which is

very few at the moment.

1.10 Objectives
The objectives of the study are as follows:

1. To study the nature and trend of Urban Local Bodsctens in
Mizoram.

2. To examine the election campaigns and manifestoghef AMC
elections.
To examine the voting behavior in the AMC elections
To analyze the connection between Urban Local Banly state level

elections.
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1.11 Research Questions

1. What are the nature and trend of Urban Local Bothct®ns in
Mizoram?

2. What are the electoral strategies employed by tigiqal parties and
candidates?

3. What are the factors that influence the voting bedrain the AMC
elections?

4. Does the result in the AMC elections have any logadn Legislative
Assembly elections?

1.12 Methodology

The research work is both qualitative and quamtgan nature. The study uses
both primary and secondary sources. Primary souarescollected using
schedule questionnaire. The study uses systematidom sampling for
selecting the respondents from four different wawis, Ward 111, Ward VI,
Ward XlII and Ward XVIIl. The size of the samplimg 60 representing the 19
wards which are selected from the electoral rollAMC, 2015. From each
ward, one polling station is taken up for the pweoof selecting 15
respondents. Interviews were also conducted to ¢amdidates of the AMC
election, 2015 so as to get firsthand knowledgeutlibe electioneering

process in the AMC elections.

Primary sources also include party leaflets, pdeiph election
manifestos, statistical reports published by thectdn Commission of India,

orders and notifications published by the Statectiia Commission.
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Secondary sources include articles in journalsclast in newspapers, books

etc.

1.13 Chapterisation

Chapter-1: Introduction.

The first chapter studies the meaning of electionacept of urban local body,
meaning and importance of elections in democradyried political profile of
Mizoram with reference to Aizawl Municipal Corpaat, review of literature,

objectives of the study, research questions, melbgg, etc.

Chapter-2: Elections in Mizoram.

The second chapter focuses on the nature and efegldctions in Mizoram. It
lays emphasis on the evolution and elections of uHsan local body in

Mizoram.

Chapter-3: Campaign and Manifestos.

The third chapter examines the strategies employed by pliparties and

candidates in the Aizawl Municipal Corporation ¢ieas.

Chapter-4: Voting behavior.

The various factors that influence the voting betram the Aizawl Municipal
Corporation elections are discussed in the chaptealso examines the
relationship between the AMC elections and Statgidlative Assembly

elections.
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Chapter-5: Conclusion.

The last chapter summarizes the study and alsadasl the findings of the

research




Chapter — I

Elections in Mizoram

Elections in Mizoram are not affected very muchtbg national politics. In
other words, the outcome of the national electidoss not have a significant
impact on local politics in the stateThe study of the nature and trend of
elections in Mizoram is done by studying the perfances of the various
political parties participated in the state lediska assembly elections held
since 1987. However, the prime focus here in thaptdr is on the urban local

body elections of 2010 and 2015.

The Indian national politics have moved from time-@arty dominance
to the multi-party politics. The current Centralvgenment is led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in association wiltelotegional parties though
BJP won 282 seats aloAdhe first elections in India during 1951-52 wele t
first ever polls to be held under the Indian Cdostin. The Congress obtained
an absolute majority of seats in parliament in fing four general elections
before the party split in 1969The famous ‘Congress system’ by Rajni Kothari
described the Indian system as a system of ong-garhinance which is very
different from the one-party system. The Congrgssesn was a bold attempt
to theorize the unique party system that India éedeloped during the mid-

sixties. In spite of its one-party dominance, then@ress system was a

! Lallianchhunga. (2009). Mizoram: The Congress Kdlsl GroundEconomic and Political weekly
Vol.44. No.39p.168.

2 Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in(Retrieved on 04/12/2016 10:42am)

3 Z. Hasan. (2002). Introduction: Conflict Pluralismd the Competitive Party System in India.
Zoya Hasan. (EdParties and Party Politics in IndidDxford University Press: New Delhi. p.8.
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competitive party system but one in which the cotngeparts played rather
dissimilar roles. It did allow inter-party and iatparty competition within the

confines of consensus because the Congress pastyagapying the centfe.

Before Independence, the Congress party functi@sed broad-based
nationalist movement which later on transformectlitsnto the dominant
political party of the nation. It was soon recoguizas the chief party,
representing a historical consensus and enjoyiognénuing basis of support
and trust. This was possible because the Congsetens encompassed all
major sections and interests of the society. Th&t five general elections
yielded one-party dominance in which the Congres®ived more than 40
percent of the vote, while the second largest peotyld win 10 ten percent.
With the exception of the 1967 elections, the pagien the states were similar,

with Congress dominating the state arena as Well.

However, the Congress system was challenged i7 1®#&vhich the
Congress lost power to a coalition of oppositiomtipa at the Centre. The
Janata government formed in 1977 was the first@ongress government and
the first coalition experiment at the Cerfiré/ith the passage from one-party
dominance to a multi-party system, the coaliti@ntt has become increasingly
evident at the Centre since 1989 when state-basd® joined together to
form a minority National Front government led by thanata Dal. The era of

coalition politics at the centre began in Indiahnilhe elections of 1989. Since

4R. Kothari. (2002). The Congress System in IniiZoya Hasan (EdParties and Party Politics in
India. Oxford University Press: New Delhi. p.40.

5 Op cit, Z. Hasan, p.27.

6 N.J. Chander. (2204 oalition Politics: The Indian Experienc€oncept Publishing Company: New
Delhi. p.30.
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then, Indian national elections have been expengncoalition governments
or minority governments supported by other regiopaities. The growing
power of regionalism and regional parties and thesyt of political power

have led to the multiplication of partiés.

The 1990's were characterized by the emergenctheofstate as the
effective arena of political competition. India’kirtd electoral system, the
period between 1989-1999 has brought a sea changjeeilndian electoral
system. According to Yadav (1999), the most obviand easily identified
characteristic of the third electoral system is timnge in the choice set
available to the voters. Under the Congress systeenyoter exercised only
one choice, whether to vote for or against the @esgy With the rise in
regional parties, there are many non-Congressnaliees set available before
the voters. Yadav in hislectoral Politics in the Time of Change: Indiatsrd
electoral system 1989-199&gue that Congress ceased to be the pole against
which every political formation is defined and tHatia is now in a post-
Congress polity. Electoral politics since the 1990s have underganaajor
transformation and there has been a federalizatidhe party system with a

bipolar party system emerging in most states.

2.1 Mizoram State Legislative Assembly elections

The Mizo were deprived of any kind of political iadies during the colonial
rule (As discussed in detail in Chapter 1). Thetfpolitical institution known

as the District Conference was established in 1848present and express the

7 Op cit, Z. Hasan, p.30.
8Y. Yadav. (1999). Electoral Politics in the TimeGhange: India’s Third Electoral Systef®89-
1999 Economic and Political Weekly. Vol.34, Na.pL2394f,
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political ideas and demands of the people. Subselyud¢he election to the
District Conference conducted on January 14, 194@/as the first election
held in the Lushai Hills on democratic lines. Aftee Mizo District Council

was constituted in 1952, thwaditional institution of Chieftainship was
replaced by an administrative set up in the fornvikhge councils. The first
election to the village council was held in Apri934, which marked the
beginning of local body elections in Mizo Hills st of Assam. The Mizo

Hills District was upgraded to the status of Unterritory in 1972. Eventually,

the first ever Mizoram Assembly election was held972.

Again in 1986, Mizoram was elevated to the stafus full-fledged state
and the first State Legislative Assembly was held-ebruary 16, 1987. There
have been seven state legislative assembly elsctibdate. At present, there
are 40 assembly constituencies which are distribataong the eight districts
of Mizoram. There are thirteen assembly constitiesnen Aizawl! district,
seven in Lunglei district, five in Champhai distrand four in Mamit district.
Serchhip, Kolasib and Saiha districts have threesittmencies each while
Lawngtlai district has only two constituencieQut of the 40 constituencies,

only one constituency, Lunglei South is open fanegal seat.
2.2 The First State Legislative Assembly Electiori,987

The first State Legislative Assembly election wakiron 18' February 1987

In the election, the Indian National Congress was fone national party

9 Electionswww.mizoram.nic.in(Retrieved on 25/11/2016 09:45pm)
P vanlalhruaia. (2004)Mizoram MLA leh MP Inthlan Result (1973-200B8¢ngchhawn Press:
Aizawl. p.63.
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contesting the 1987 election and the rest were giatties — the Mizo National
Front (MNF), the People’s Conference (PC) (recogmzand the Mizo
National Union (MNU) (unrecognized). While four padal parties and
independents were in the election fray, the actamitest was between the

Congress and the MNF.

Table 2.1: Performance of Political Parties infih& State Assembly Election,

1987
PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED

Contested Won Votes %

INC 40 13 76152 32.99
MNF 37 24 84549 36.62
PC 36 3 54717 23.70
MNU 21 NIL 7688 3.33
IND 11 NIL 7759 3.36

(Source: Statistical Report on General Election87190 The Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

There were 145 candidates contesting the electnmhuding the
independent candidates. The MNF contested the Asgeefections for the
first time and managed to secure 24 seats out eEa% it contested. The party
secured 36.62 percent of the total votes polledeathe ruling party suffered a
heavy setback securing only 13 seats out of thecetfiested seats. The
People’s Conference bagged only 3 seats out ofedfs st contested and
secured 23.70 percent of the votes polled. Whike Mhizo National Union
(MNU) party which championed the cause of the peection of the society
drew blank though it fielded 21 candidates, it doobtained only 3.33 percent
of the votes cast. The voter turnout was remarkablthe sense that 74.80

percent of the electorates cast their valuablesvioi¢he very first election after
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granting statehood to Mizoram. The first state ey election was also very
significant because the MNF party, after twentyrgez underground signed a
memorandum of settlement to bring peace and goddnwihe Mizo society
and contested the Mizoram Legislative Assemblytifierfirst time. The people
of the state were willing to give a chance to sittloe coveted seat of power to
try their worth in state administration. The MNFRu@iht the election mostly on
the local issues and pledged to implement all teroasmditions and other

stipulations contained in the memorandum of setlam!

2.3 The Second State Legislative Assembly Electiat989

Within 19 months of the MNF ministry was sworn intra-party factionalism
took place within the party. The factionalism withthe party ultimately
brought a split in the MNF in 1989 into two — MNmmd MNF (D).
Consequently, the House was dissolved in Septerh®88. Therefore, the
second Mizoram Legislative Assembly election wasesicled to be held on
January 21198912 In the election, seven political parties contestexlelection
— the Congress (I), People’s Conference (PC), NNational Front (MNF),
and other unrecognized parties like Mizo Nationaldsh (MNU), Chakma Jati
Parishad (CJP), Hmar People’s Conference (HPC)thadoreakaway Mizo
National Front (D) as well as few other independehtost of the independent

candidates came from the unrecognized parties.

11 K.M. Zakhuma. (2001 )Political Development in Mizoram from 1946 to 1989study with special
reference to Political Parties in Mizorard.R. Bros: Aizawl. p.238.
2 1bid. p.247.
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Table 2.2: Performance of Political Parties ingbeond State Assembly
Election, 1989

PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED
Contested Won Votes %
INC 34 23 93561 34.85
MNF 40 14 94763 35.29
PC 38 1 52813 19.67
IND 50 2 27353 10.19

(Source: Statistical Report on General Electiof89l to The Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

The above table shows the performance of theqiaating political
parties in the 1989 election. The ruling party, MF suffered a heavy blow
which was mainly due to the split in the party. Hwer, the Congress gained
the maximum due to the internal schism of the MNfty The Congress
managed to secure 22 seats and got 34.84 perceht ofotes polled. The
breakaway MNF (D) did perform their role, they maale electoral alliance
with the Congress and also managed to secure 2. silatpolitical parties
fought the battle of ballots mainly on local issli&s the re-unification of the
Mizo inhabited areas of India, Burma and Bangladesid laid emphasis on
regional grievances and problems as well as tleedst and separate identity of
the Mizos!® The polling percentage increased from 74.80 in7188 81.30
percent in 1989. The Mizo electorates have onceatisplayed their belief in
the Indian Constitution, electoral system and malitawareness. They voted
not only for the interest in partisan politics balso for peace, stability,

progress and socio-economic developniént.

13 |bid. p.248.
14 |bid. p.250.
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2.4 The Third State Legislative Assembly Electior1.993

Table 2.3: Performance of Political Parties intthied State Assembly
Election, 1993

PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED
Contestec Won Votes %
BJP 8 0 10004 3.11
INC 28 16 106320 33.10
MNF 38 14 129813 40.41
IND 47 10 75097 23.38

(Source: Statistical Report on General Election93190 The Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

The third state assembly election was held ofi BBvember 1993° In the
1993 election, there were two national partiesha election fray viz. the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the INC. Othee gparties included the
MNF and other unrecognized parties, the rest caneen findependent
candidates. The election witnessed pre-poll alkanetween the Congress and
the People’s Conference (PC). The PC had joineddhata Dal right after the
State Assembly election of 1989 and renamed is&lMizoram Janata Dal
(MJD), thus forming an alliance with the Congresshe 1993 election. The
ruling party managed to garner 16 seats, 7 sesgsi@an the previous election
securing 33.10 percent of vote share. The MNF paatyged 14 seats with a
vote share of 40.41 percent. In the election, ttenturnout was 80.75 percent
which is above the national average in Generalielex Although, the ruling
Congress party won only 16 seats but formed themgoaent with the support

of its ally the Mizoram Janata Dal (MJD) which mged to secure eight seats.

15 Op cit, Vanlalhruaia, p.89.
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2.5 The Fourth State Legislative Assembly Electiorl, 998

The 1998 election witnessed the emergence of nditicpb parties and the
number of the contesting political parties increhsiastically with four
national parties, three state parties and threeecognized parties. The
contesting political parties were the BJP, INC, MNEnata Dal (JD), Samata
Party (SAP), Lok Shakti (LS), Rashtriya Janata QRJD), Maraland
Democratic Front (MDF), Mizo National Front (Natalist) MNF(N),
Mizoram People’s Conference (MPC) and independantlicates. A total of

337938 votes were cast with a polling percentagéo@2.

Table 2.4: Performance of Political Parties infihath State Assembly
Election, 1998

PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED
Contested Won Votes %
BJP 12 0 8448 2.50
INC 40 6 100608 29.77
JD 10 0 947 0.28
SAP 10 0 940 0.28
LS 15 0 774 0.23
MNF 28 21 84444 24.99
RJD 8 0 588 0.17
MDF 2 0 7721 2.28
MNF(N) 24 0 31190 9.23
MPC 28 12 69078 20.44
IND 44 1 33200 9.82

(Source: Statistical Report on General Election98190 The Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

The message of the electorate in the 1998 elewtamclear. The ruling
party, the Congress suffered a humiliating defeausng only six seats. The
Congress who was in power for the last ten years waded out of power. It

was clear that the electorate wanted a change w@drgment to put an end to
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the Congress party’s decade-long rule in the stdte.MNF and MPC formed
a pre-poll alliance and the alliance swept the rage election, securing a
majority of 34 seats in the 40 member state asserible MNF party gained
the maximum by securing 21 seats while the MPC W8rseats, including a
party supported independently. The 1998 electiamessed another coalition

government in the state.

2.6 The Fifth State Legislative Assembly Electior003

There was a change in the 2003 election in theestra Electronic Voting
Machines (EVM) was used for the first time in thats election. There were
four National parties in the election, the BJP, |N@nata Dal (United) (JDU)
and Communist Party of India (CPI). Other statdipamwere the MNF, MPC
and Zoram Nationalist Party (ZNP) (formerly MNF(N)jher registered
(unrecognized) parties included the Ephraim Uni&uU), Hmar People’s
Convention (HPC) and Maraland Democratic Front (NMDFhere were 192
contesting candidates with 418561 valid votes plollEhe voter turnout has

increased from 76.32 to 78.67 percent in 2003.
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Table 2.5: Performance of Political Parties infifth State Assembly Election,

2003

PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED
Contestec Won Votes %
BJP 8 0 7813 1.87
CPI 4 0 124 0.03
INC 40 12 125944 30.09
MNF 39 21 132505 31.66
MPC 28 3 67784 16.19
ZNP 27 2 61465 14.68
JD(U) 28 0 1864 0.45
EU 3 0 123 0.03
HPC 1 1 2195 0.53
MDF 2 1 8146 1.95
IND 12 0 10598 2.53

(Source: Statistical Report on General ElectionD32Qo The Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

As the voters in the state had often given thenguparty a second
chance, the MNF party also got another chance byrsgy a simple majority.
It is interesting to note that the vote share ef MINF party, with 31.66 percent
had fetched the party 21 seats. While for the Gesgyrtheir vote share of 30.09

percent could be translated into only 12 seats.

2.7 The Sixth State Legislative Assembly Electioi2008

Table 2.6: Performance of Political Parties ingheh State Assembly election,

2008
PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED

Contestec Won Votes %

BJP 9 0 2222 0.44
INC 40 32 195614 38.89
NCP 6 0 538 0.11
MNF 39 3 154132 30.65
MPC 16 2 52222 10.38
ZNP 17 2 51403 10.22
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JD(U) 2 0 196 0.04
LB 5 0 43 0.09
LIP 38 0 3307 0.66

MDF 1 1 4206 0.84
IND 33 0 38684 7.69

(Source: Statistical Report on General ElectionQ&8Q@o The Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

The peculiar feature of the 2008 election was thardoution of the Mizoram

People Forum (MPF), a social wing of the PresbgterChurch to reform

politics and electioneering. All political partigacluding the independent
candidates have strictly adhered to the appeal®rhadhe MPF in order to
ensure free and fair elections. The MPF erectedadann each polling station
where voters without voter identity cards were gdielped to find their names
in the voter lists. The political parties in thedion fray were the BJP, INC,
MNF, MPC, ZNP, JD(U), Nationalist Congress PartyC@®. Moreover, there
were three registered (unrecognized) parties — Bbkrati (LB), Lok Jan

Shakti Party (LJP) and Maraland Democratic FronDfl The electorate
strength was 611618; out of which 309129 were feraad 302489 were male.

Women voters outhumbered their male counterpart.

The voter turnout was as high as 80.02 percente firee main
contenders of the election were the ruling MNF yatthe Congress and the
United Democratic Alliance (UDA), a pre-poll alliee formed by different
parties consisting of the MPC, ZNP and Zoram Kuthaaktu Pawl (ZKP). In
this election, the ruling MNF party was again votaat of power after its
completion of two terms. The MNF got 21 seats w66 percent of vote

share in the previous election; however, the MNBOG5 percent of vote share
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could only be translated into 3 seats in the 20@®tien. Meanwhile the
opposition, the Congress party have secured anluabsmajority, its 38.89

percent of votes could fetch 32 seats out of thendthber assembly.

2.8 The Seventh State Legislative Assembly Electiop013

There were three national parties, three stateiegarttwo registered
(unrecognized) parties and few independent careBdalNational parties
included BJP, INC and NCP. The state parties wekd-MMPC and ZNP. The
two registered (unrecognized) parties were Jai M&harath Party (JMBP) and
Maraland Democratic Front (MDF). In the previousation, the Congress had
managed to win 32 seats with the help of their npaith plank, the New Land
Use Policy (NLUP). In the 2013 election, the eleate showed their
satisfaction in the performance of the ruling payl voted the Congress back
to power for the second term. The party baggedezdssand secured 44.63
percent of the votes polled. The rest of the seat# to the MNF which won 6
seats and the MPC won only 1 seat. The voter tirhas reached a historic
high of 83.41 percent in the State Assembly electb 2013, and the female

voters once again outnumbered the male votersgaréent.
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Table 2.7: Performance of Political Parties ingbeenth State Assembly
Election, 2013

PARTY SEATS VOTES POLLED
Contestec Won Votes %
INC 40 34 255917 44.63
BJP 17 0 2139 0.37
NCP 2 0 4835 0.84
MNF 31 5 164305 28.65
MPC 8 1 35269 6.15
ZNP 38 0 99916 17.42
MDF 1 0 5433 0.95
JMBP 1 0 29 0.01
IND 4 0 1764 0.31
NOTA 40 0 3810 0.66

(Source: Statistical Report on General Election13Go the Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram).

From the above State Legislative Assembly elestidncan be said that
Mizoram is a state having two-party effective systen the sense that the
Assembly elections in Mizoram have always been tdebaetween the two
rival parties, the Congress and the MNF; even thoagtimes they were
supported by other parties in forming an electatiiance. It is true that
Mizoram is no stranger to coalition politics. Howeeyvthe voters are virtually
unwilling to vote for an untried party to power. éltelectorates prefer the
change of government after the completion of twmgein which the Congress
and the MNF had been alternated in power sincefitese State Assembly
election till date. The voter turnout in the sté@s always been very high
ranging from 74 to 83 percent. The voters have lbeastantly displaying their
mature state of awareness and consciousness impdligcal process by
participating in the electoral process. Electianshie state have been peaceful

with a satisfying polling percentage.
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The State Assembly elections are mainly foughtamal issues where
different political parties make almost similar apfs and promises to the
voters, like the integration of the contiguous argdnabited by the Mizos with
Mizoram. The Congress’ flagship programme — the RLb 2008 has been a
game changer in Mizoram Assembly polls. The NLUPswiatroduced to
replace the shifting cultivation with sustainablrmiing model. Under the
scheme, the farmers are promised to give Rs. 1 pekhfamily to give up
shifting cultivation and start a new mode of cudtion to earn their livelihood.
Given the status of the Congress which securece@® and 34 seats in 2008
and 2013 Assembly polls respectively; the NLUP lieved to be a game-
changer among the voters. The people of Mizoramyesud privilege the local

iIssues over national issues.
2.9 The Mizoram Municipalities Act

The first urban local body in Mizoram, the Aizawlulicipal Corporation
(formerly Council), was first established in theay008. The AMC owe its
existence to the Mizoram Municipalities Act. ThetAeas enacted in the year
2007 to pave way for the establishment of urbaallbody in Mizoram. Major
amendment of the Act was made in the year 2009é¥irst Amendment Act,
20091 Many original provisions were amended and new igions were

inserted. The Second Amendment was passed agakprih 201517 Under

16 Notification No. H. 12018/120/03-LJD the 1 8lovember, 2009. (vide, the Mizoram Gazette, Extra
Ordinary; Vol. XXXVIII Issue No. 534) viz., The M@am Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 2009.
(Act No. 14 of 2009), received the assent of thee&door of Mizoram on 09.11.2009.

7 Notification No. H. 12018/120/2013-LJD theBpril, 2015. (vide, the Mizoram Gazette, Extra
Ordinary; Vol. XLIV Issue No. 155) viz., The MizaraMunicipalities (Second Amendment) Act,
2015. (Act No. 5 of 2015), received the assenhefGovernor of Mizoram on 25.03.2015.
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Section 3.2 (a) of the Mizoram Municipalities A2Q07 (as amended in 2015),
provides that an urban area with a population dakhs or more shall be
declared as ‘a larger urban area’. Further, Secltiaf the Principal Act the
State Government may by notification determinest ttheere shall be a
Municipal Corporation for a larger urban area. 8itite population of Aizawl
city has crossed the threshold limit of three lakhe city has become a larger
urban area in terms of the Act. As a result, trentAizawl Municipal Council
was upgraded to Aizawl Municipal Corporation @ctober 2015. Under
Section 3(7) of the Principal Act, the urban lobabty in Mizoram is divided

into three forms:

I. A Municipal Board for a transitional area.
ii. A Municipal Council for a smaller urban area.

ii. A Municipal Corporation for a larger urban aréa.

Further, under Section 8 of the said Act, thee&S@bvernment has the
power to determine the number of wards in Municigedas, with regard to
population, dwelling pattern, geographical conditioand economic
considerations of the area included in each Waktbwever, the Act provides

that the number of wards in any municipal areal $isal

I. In the case of a Municipal Board, not less thae fwit not more than

nine.

ii. In the case of a Municipal Council, not less thé&ven but not more

than twenty-three.

8 The Mizoram Municipalities Act 2007, p.10f.
19 |bid. p.11.
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lii. In the case of a Municipal Corporation, not lesantHifteen but not

more than thirty-one.

Under the present system, Aizawl Municipal Corporais divided into
19 wards. Provision has been made for the constitatf Ward Committees in
every ward so as to reduce the distance betweeel¢ctorate and the elected
representatives and to provide for the increaseticgetion of the people in
the Urban Local Body. The composition, tteritorial jurisdiction and the
manner in which the seats to Wards Committees bkdilled, has been left to

the State Legislature to specify by law.

The Mizoram Municipalities Act, 2007 provided foadequate
representation of scheduled castes and scheduibess fSC and ST) and of
women in the ULBs. There are provisions for resgovaof seats; Section
13(7) of the Act provides the reservation of sdatsthe scheduled caste and
scheduled tribes and the number of seats so resshadl bear, as nearly as
may be the same proportion to the total numbereatssto be filled by direct
election as the population of the scheduled castecbeduled tribes in the
Municipal area bears to the population of that amed such seats shall be
allotted by rotation to different constituenci@szurther Section 13(8) provides
that not less than one-third of the total numbesedts reserved under clause
(1) of Article 243T of the Indian Constitution shble reserved for women
belonging to scheduled caste or scheduled thbesgain, Section 13(9)

provides that not less than one-third (including miumber of seats reserved for

20 pid. p.14.
21 pid.



57

women belonging to the scheduled caste and schiedrlees) of the total
number of seats to be filled by direct electionewery Municipality shall
reserved for women and such seats may be alloyerbtiation to different
constituencies in a Municipality. Also, provisiomse made under Section
13(10) for the reservation to the offices of Charmn the Municipalities for
the scheduled caste, scheduled tribes and womesuch manner as the

Legislature of a State may, by law, provide.

Regarding the elections to ULBgction 26, 27 and 28 of the Act deal with
the election of the Councilors in the MunicipalyFurther, Section 345
provides that there shall be a Commission, to bdieddhe Mizoram State
Election Commission, consisting of the State EtectCommissioner appointed
by the Governor under clause (1) of Article 243Ktleé Constitutiort* The
State Election Commission, Mizoram is a constitudioauthority created by
the State Government of Mizoram under Article 243kd Article 243ZA of
the Constitution of India read with Section 345iwé Mizoram Municipalities

Act, 2007.

The superintendence, direction and control of pheparation of the
electoral rolls for, and conduct of all elections the Aizawl Municipal
Corporation are vested in the State Election Comioms Mizoram (Section
346 of the Mizoram Municipalities Act, 2009 The Commission ensures the

conduct of free, fair, smooth and peaceful eleciorthe State. It appoints

22 |bid. p.15.
23 pid. p.21.
24 bid. p.163f.
% |bid. p.164.
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Observers who monitors, supervises and overseesdhions to the AMC on
behalf of the State Election Commission with a viéwv ensuring the
establishment of strong and democratic Council Wwhwdl provide strong and
sound democratic base for administration. The Casion had successfully
conducted two General Elections to AMC in 2010 &9d5. In accordance
with the provision of Article243T of the Indian Constitution, the State
Government and the Election Commission of Mizoragtetmine the number
of Municipal Wards of the AMC elections and alsokaaeservation for the

scheduled tribes and woméh.

2.10 Urban Local Body elections in Mizoram

All the seats in ULB are filled by direct electioegcept for the 12 members
nominated by the Governor of Mizoram. Each seatessmts a ward in the
Municipal area. The list of the number of wardstie Aizawl Municipal

Corporation elections is given below in Table 2n8 &able 2.9.

26 R.N. Prasad. (2006). The Seventy-Fourth Constitali Amendment Act, 1992 and Urban Local
Government Perpectivés Mizoram.In R.N. Prasad (edWUrban Local Self Government in India.
Mittal Publications: New Delhi. p.168.
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Table 2.8: No. of Wards in 2010 AMC election

Sl. No. Ward No. Status

1. Ward No. | ST

2. Ward No. Il ST(Women)
3. Ward No. lli ST

4. Ward No. IV ST(Women)
5. Ward No. V ST

6. Ward No. VI ST(Women)
7. Ward No. VII ST

8. Ward No. VIl ST

9. Ward No. IX General
10. Ward No. X ST

11. Ward No. XI ST(Women)
12. Ward No. XII ST(Women)
13. Ward No. XllI ST

14. Ward No. XIV ST

15. Ward No. XV ST

16. Ward No. XVI ST

17. Ward No. XVII ST(Women)
18. Ward No. XVIII ST

19. Ward No. XIX ST

(Source: Compendium of General Election to Aizawdriitipal Council, 2010)

Table 2.9: No. of Wards in 2015 AMC election

Sl. No. Ward No. Status
1. Ward No. | ST(Women)
2. Ward No. Il ST
3. Ward No. I ST
4. Ward No. IV ST
5. Ward No. V ST
6. Ward No. VI ST
7. Ward No. VI ST(Women)
8. Ward No. VIII ST
9. Ward No. IX ST(Women)
10. Ward No. X ST
11. Ward No. XI ST
12. Ward No. Xl ST
13. Ward No. XIlI ST(Women)
14. Ward No. XIV ST
15. Ward No. XV ST(Women)
16. Ward No. XVI ST
17. Ward No. XVII ST
18 Ward No. XVIII ST(Women)
19. Ward No. XIX ST

(Source: Compendium of General Election to Aizawdrtipal Council, 2015)
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In the Aizawl Municipal Corporation (AMC), thereearl9 wards with six
reserved seats for women which were determinedrény of lots. In the 2010
AMC election, Ward No. IX was open to General whadn be contested by
any person from SC/ST/General category. The papulats per 2001 census
in respect of Aizawl Municipal area is 229386 ahe total population of
scheduled caste in Aizawl Municipality is only 0.G%the total population in
Aizawl Municipality, the reservation of seats foC Svas treated as zero.
Whereas, the scheduled tribes population in AizBuhicipality consist of
91.94% and therefore, 18 seats out of the totadels were reserved for ST
population. The population of persons belongingttters category other than
SC/ST consisted of 8% of the total population inzadwl Municipality;
therefore 1 seat having the highest populationtleérocategories was placed as
General seat. However, no seat was open to Geraggjory in the 2015 AMC

election.

The State Election Commission prescribes thengettip of polling
stations in a manner that it should be located nworéess permanently for
electors residing in a well-defined area coveredalpart of the electoral roll.
The optimum number of electors per polling stai®prescribed as 1200. The
number of polling stations increased from 174 ii@@o 211 in 2015 AMC
election. In order to ensure free, fair and pedcefactions to AMC, the
Commission issues a Model Code of Conduct to bevied by Political

parties, Contesting candidates, Ministers, MemlieParliament, Members of
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Legislative Assembly and any other public servarwsnected with AMC

elections.

Table 2.10: Voter turnout in 2010 and 2015 AMC HEhats

Ward No. No. of Polling No. of Polling
electors  percentage electors  percentage
(2010) (2010) (2015) (2015)
Ward No. | 8899 71.82 10398 67.04
Ward No. Il 1157 49.43 13472 52.35
Ward No. llI 9506 67.78 10696 62.16
Ward No. IV 9853 64.48 10472 60.64
Ward No. V 8216 60.05 9280 58.34
Ward No. VI 6100 67.82 8011 67.87
Ward No. VI 9566 62.35 11768 62.85
Ward No. VI 6123 64.53 6468 62.97
Ward No. IX 8614 64.38 9899 61.87
Ward No. X 6566 70.91 8323 66.59
Ward No. XI 8640 70.74 10258 65.99
Ward No. Xl 10336 56.94 11067 67.13
Ward No. XIlI 6504 62.72 7645 64.28
Ward No. XIV 9148 54.97 9660 65.37
Ward No. XV 8791 63.50 9533 65.65
Ward No. XVI 9346 67.50 10506 67.03
Ward No. XVII 8699 64.08 9587 63.83
Ward No. XVIII 13291 62.50 15197 62.19
Ward No. XIX 8494 70.24 10125 68.49
Total 159950 63.60 192365 63.55

(Source: Compendium of General Election to Aizawdrtipal Corporation,
2010 & 2015)

From the above table, the turnouts at the AMC mlastwere 63.60 percent
and 63.55 percent in 2010 and 2015 respectivelindm, it is a common trend
that the turnout started increasing as we go ddweritiree tiers of democracy.
In many cases, the local body elections tend torcebigher turnout comparing
to the national and state assembly elections. kample, Rajasthan has

recorded higher turnout in local body elections parmg to the national and
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state assembly elections. Rajasthan recorded autiofi 63.09 percefitin the
2014 Lok Sabha election; the turnout in the statembly election was 75.04
percent® And the turnout in the elections to 129 urban ldmadies held in
2015 was more than 76 percéhiGiven the turnout in the elections to the
Mizoram State Legislative Assembly, the electiorthe AMC is expected to
record a turnout of over 70 percent. Nonetheldgsyobter turnouts in the AMC
elections are significantly higher compared to tiheveloped cities like
Bengaluru (formerly Bangalore) and MumBait is often lamented that voters
in more developed areas are more reluctant to eeerbeir franchise as
compared to the voters in low profile areas. Whilgould be wrong to make a
general statement that all developed cities haviewa voting percentage
compared to rural areas in India. On the other h#ra voter turnout in each
ward in both the elections shows that the wardsngahigh voter turnout
belong to the low profile areas. In 2010, the hggheoter turnout was Ward
No. | (Durtlang, Durtlang Leitan, Zuangtui, MuanNang); further in 2015,
Ward No XIX (Kulikawn, Tlangnuam, Tlangnuam Vength&aikhamakawn,
Melthum, Hlimen) record the highest turnout. Ingtiegly, both these Wards
are from the least affluent and disadvantaged dozated on the edge of the

city. The lower turnout in the AMC elections colid due to different factors.

27 Press Information Bureawww.pib.nic.in (Retrieved on 03/12/2016 10:40pm).

28 Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in(Retrieved on 03/12/2016 10:40pm)

2% Rajasthan voicewww.rajasthanvoice.corfRetrieved on 03/12/2016 10:30pm)

30 The voter turnout in the election of Brihanmumbinicipal Corporation (BMC) was around 45
percent in 2012. Similarly, the election to the Balaru’s urban local body known as Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) witnessed atlonout of around 49 percent in 2015. (details
in www.indiatoday.indiatoday.id5 percent voting in Mumbai civic pallsww.ndtv.comBengaluru
civic elections voting ends with dismal turnd@Retrieved on 03/12/2016 10:30pm)
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The Constitution of India empowers the Municipaltito function as an
institution of self-government in respect of plameparation for economic
development and the functions mentioned in the ftiveschedule of the
Constitution. However, the ULBs in India still furen under the strict
supervision and control of the State Governmene UhB in Mizoram at its
nascent stage is still believed to be a mere aeaif the State Government
having little or no direct affect on the lives diet people. Article 243W (12
Schedule) of the ™aAmendment Act consists 18 lists of obligatory ftioes
for the ULBs in India. However, what functions amgponsibilities should be
assigned to the municipalities in place of or imiadn to what they have is
still left to the state legislaturés.The state governments are not prepared to

give up total control over all the subjects.

At present, ULB in Mizoram performs only nine fuiocts which
include collection of property tax, control andleotion of parking fees, solid
waste management, hoardings, street lights, bgildadgistration, naming and
numbering of streets, issue of trade and food $een death and birth
certificates®? Therefore the issues of autonomy in the ULB in dfam still
remains incomplete and as a result, the voterBeotity tend to trust the State
Government over the urban local body due to lackuibnomy of the latter.
Urban local body in Mizoram is regarded as of lowitus in the minds of the
voters and there is less interest in the electadidLB comparing to the state

assembly elections. Studies have shown that turmocreases when the

31 S, Bagchi. (1999). Myth of Empowering Urban LoBaldies.Economic and Political Weekly.
Vol.34. N0.37p.2637.
32 Interview with Rosiamngheta, AMC Councilor, Ward.N/ on 21/11/2016.
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officials upfor election have more direct control over somehef basic issues

that affect city residents’ quality of lifé.However, it is interesting to note that
the actions of the Centre or the State Governmemtad necessarily affect the
everyday lives of the citizens, rather the peoploware elected in the local

elections have more impact and influence on theetis’ everyday lives.

Table 2.10: Performance of Political Parties in AIA[@éction, 2010

Ward No. Party Votes Obtainec %
Ward No. | BJP 89 1.4
INC 2675 43.4

MNF 3552 56.2

Ward No. Il BJP 240 4.0
MPC 2627 43.8

ZNP 3124 52.1

Ward No. Il BJP 86 1.3
INC 3113 47.8

MPC 3315 50.9

Ward No. IV INC 2985 46.1
MNF 3486 53.9

Ward No. V. INC 2457 49.4
MPC 2513 50.6

Ward No. VI INC 1980 47.6
MNF 2178 52.4

Ward No. VIl MNF 2866 47.3
ZNP 3192 52.7

Ward No. VIII  IND 135 3.4
INC 1731 43.9

MNF 2078 52.7

Ward No. IX  INC 2685 48.4
MPC 2859 51.6

337.L. Hajnal & P.G. Lewis. (2003). Municipal Instttons and Voter Turnout in Local Elections.
Urban Affairs Review Vol. 38. No. 5. Sage Publmadip.658.
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Ward No. X INC 2350 52.5
MNF 2127 47.5

Ward No. XI ~ IND 372 6.1
MNF 2819 46.1

ZNP 2918 47.8

Ward No. XII  INC 3187 53.9
MNF 2729 46.1

Ward No. XllI  MPC 2067 49.7
ZNP 2090 50.3

Ward No. XIV.  MPC 1798 35.4
ZNP 3283 64.6

Ward No. XV BJP 155 2.8
INC 2854 50.9

MNF 2588 45.6

NCP 38 0.7

Ward No. XVI MPC 3412 53.3
ZNP 2995 46.9

Ward No. XVII  INC 2825 51.6
MNF 2652 48.4

Ward No. XVIII  INC 4191 49.1
MNF 4351 50.9

Ward No. XVIX INC 3069 51.0
MNF 2947 48.9

(Source: Compendium of General Election to Aizawirtipal Council, 2010)

From the above table 2.4, it can be said that thB elections in Mizoram are
more or less similar to the State Legislative Adsigrelections where the main
contest is between the two main parties - the Gzssgand the MNF. However,
the two parties also formed a pre-poll alliancenvather smaller parties except
for the MNF in 2015 when it decided to contest alo@oming to the 2010

AMC election, the Congress-ZNP alliance managedetture 10 seats while
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the remaining 9 seats went to the MNF-MPC alliaridee Congress contested
in 13 seats securing 33.6 percent of the total svq@elled while the MNF
contested in 12 seats with a vote share of 29.depéer While the MPC and
ZNP secured 17.3 percent and 16.4 percent of tled twmtes. However,
evaluating the performance of parties on the péagenof vote share on the
overall seats could be a wrong description esfdgciat the smaller parties

who contested in fewer seats.

The ZNP did perform fairly well in the 2010 electjothe party
contested in 6 seats and managed to win 5 sea¢svdie percentage in the
seats contested was very healthy with 52.1 perdeikewise, the MPC
contested in 7 seats and bagged 4 seats securihgd®&ent of votes in the
seats contested. On the basis of this parametrsrtialler parties, the MPC
and the ZNP had performed very well in the first EMlection. However, the

other parties BJP and NCP could not even securgke seat.

Table 2.5: Performance of Political Parties in AM{éction, 2015

Ward No. Party Votes Obtainec %
Ward No. | INC 3492 50.5
MNF 2972 42.9

ZNP 453 6.6

Ward No. Il MNF 3748 53.3
MPC 2018 28.7

ZNP 1269 18.0

Ward No. Il INC 3106 46.9
MNF 3182 48.0

ZNP 341 5.1

Ward No. IV~ MNF 3386 53.7

MPC 2917 46.3
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Ward No. V

Ward No. VI

Ward No. VII

Ward No. VIII

Ward No. IX

Ward No. X

Ward No. XI

Ward No. XIlI

Ward No. XIlI

Ward No. XIV

Ward No. XV

Ward No. XVI

INC
MNF
ZNP

INC
MNF
ZNP

INC
MNF
ZNP

INC
MNF

BJP
INC
MNF

BJP
INC
MNF

MNF
MPC
ZNP

MNF
MPC

INC
MNF
ZNP

INC
MNF
ZNP

INC
MNF
ZNP

MNF
MPC
ZNP

3051
2183
202

2537
2585
283

3861
2455
1013

1612
2451

62
2551
3466

140
2504
2872

2739
2661
1284

3701
3622

2410
2213
249

2742
3256
265

2706
2270
1255

1994
2651
2349

56.1
40.2
3.7

46.9
47.8
5.3

52.7
33.5
13.8

39.7
60.3

1.0
41.9
57.1

2.5
45.4
52.1

40.9
39.8
19.2

50.5
49.5

49.5
45.4
5.1

43.8
51.9
4.2

43.4
36.4
20.1

28.5
37.9
33.6
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Ward No. XIl ~ INC 2515 41.3
MNF 2204 36.2
ZNP 1365 22.4
Ward No. XllIl  BJP 433 4.5
INC 4790 49.7
MNF 4414 45.8
Ward No. XIX BJP 112 1.6
INC 3350 48.6
MNF 3435 49.8

(Source: Compendium of General Election to Aizawiritipal Council, 2015)

The opposition party — the MNF managed to win tBé®2 AMC election by
securing 11 seats out of the total 19 seats itesbedl. The remaining 8 seats
went to the Congress-MPC alliance. The Congresgdthg seats out of 14
seats it contested while the MPC could manage@moey only 1 seat out of the
5 seats it contested. Unlike the previous electioa, MPC and ZNP suffered a
setback in terms of the seat won and vote share.ZINP made an electoral
alliance with the BJP and contested in 12 seatsZaé@ats respectively in
which both the party drew blank. The MNF had perfed very well in terms
of seats won and its vote share has also increased29.4 percent to 43.6
percent of the total votes polled. The second Ul&cteon witnessed the
victory of the MNF in which the ruling Congress-latliance was voted out of
power after the completion of one term which isikentthe trend that people

witnessed in the State Legislative Assembly elestio

In 2015 AMC election, there are three candidate® Wwhve retained
their power in the same wards. In Ward No V, Rosigheta contested the

AMC election 2010 from Mizoram Peoples Confereneetyp However, in
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2015 AMC election he changed his party to Congrasd contested the
election from Congress party. He had won both thetiens from Ward No.V
but from two different parties. In Ward No. VIII,CP Lalhmingthanga
contested the AMC election of 2010 from MNF pantgdad won the election.
Again in 2015, he won the AMC election from the gaparty, in the same
ward. C. Lalsawivunga from Ward No. XVI also wontlibdhe elections in
2010 and 2015 from Congress party. The stratedielifferent parties to win

the AMC election 2015 are discussed in detail enriext Chapter (Chapter III).




Chapter Il

Campaign and Manifestos

Campaign and manifestos are the most prominentegtes employed in
elections; be it local, state or even at the nalidevel. A campaign strategy is
a proposed means and ways, driven by the undenstppéiwho will vote for
the candidate and why they will do so. Campaighnege includes holding
public or group meetings by parties and candidapescessions shouting
slogans asking support for the different partiagtucal shows organized by
party supporters, displaying posters, door to doanvassing and media
advertisements. Election manifesto is a formalest&nt of programmes,
objectives and priorities of parties and candiditis. basically a declaration or
a promise as to how the party or the candidateggse welfare measures for
the public. This chapter study the strategies eyguldby the candidates and
different parties in the Aizawl Municipal Corpomati (AMC) election of 2015.
It is divided into two parts; the first part focissen the campaign strategies of
different candidates and parties while the secartigreals with the manifestos

issued by different parties and candidates.
3.1. Concept of Campaign

A campaign is defined as the period before citizereke a real political
choice! There are different modes of campaign. Electiommaigns differ

from place to place and also with time. There ishdt from pre-modern to

1 H.E. Brady, R. Johnston & J. Sides. (2006). Thelgof Political Campaignsn H.E. Brady & R.
Johnston (ed.apturing Campaign Effecttlniversity of Michigan Press: Ann Arbor. p.2.
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modern and then post-modern campaigns have tramsfbor campaign
organizations, the news media and the electorateridN(2004) has given the
three distinct stages of campaigns in her watie Evolution of Election
Campaignsnamely the pre-modern campaigns, modern campaigdstize
post-modern campaigns. According to her, the prdeno campaign is
essentially locally active as most campaigning escentrated within local
communities, conducted through more demanding ipalitactivities like
rallies, door-to-door canvassing and party meetingéhe pre-modern
campaign organization is based on the direct forfn irderpersonal
communications between candidates and citizensealotal level, with short-
term, ad-hoc planning by the party leadershiphsé campaigns, local parties
selected the candidates, rang the doorbells, pdsee@amphlets, targeted the
wards, planned the resources and generally pro\atlatle machinery linking

voters and candidatés.

The pre-modern campaign originated in the" 1€&ntury, it was
characterized by a campaign organization with tadgypleader at the apex,
surrounded by a few close political advisers, ragra relatively short, and ad-
hoc national campaighThe base was a loose organizational network df/par
volunteers dispersed in local areas. It relied hganon the partisan press as
the main source of mediated information, eitheeatlly owned and subsidized

by party organs, or independently owned managedmuiding sympathetic

2 P. Norris. (2004).The Evolution of Election Canmya: Eroding Political Engagemer@hn F.
Kennedy School of Government: Harvard Univergitg.

3 Ibid. p.4.

4 1bid.



72

partisan-spin through editorial columns and pditicommentary. The direct
form of campaigning, that built on personal netvgook volunteers and face-to-
face candidate-voter communications continues to dmmmon when

mobilizing voters for local, municipal and statedéelections.

Modern campaigns are defined as those with a pargy@anization
coordinated more closely at the central level bittipal leaders, advised by
professional consultants like opinion pollsters.eThprinciple forum of
campaign events is televised nationally and is Empented by other media.
Most voters become more distant and disengagedagpesin the process as
the main focus of the campaign is located within nadlotelevision studios.
The modern campaign from the early 1950s and 19&@s marked by the
move from party officials and volunteers to paidbfpssional consultants
specializing in communications, marketing, pollingnd campaign
management; the shift from more partisan newspdperards national
television news; and the development of a morectieth and instrumental

electorate, less strongly anchored to party logslénd social cleavages.

Lastly, the rise of the post-modern campaign isrke@d by the
fragmentation of television outlets, with the sHifdbm national broadcasting
towards more diverse news sources, talk radio ahdh@ur rolling news
bulletins; the opportunities for newer forms oftgaroter interaction facilitated
by the rise of the internet; and the attempt bygaeies to reassert control in a

more complex, fragmented and rapidly changing nemg&ronment through

5 Ibid. p.3ff.
6 Ibid. p.4f.
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strategic communications and media management glutite permanent
campaign, with the continuous feedback providedobls and focus groups.
The post-modern campaign symbolizes a return tcesointhe more localized
and interactive forms of communication that werespnt in the pre-modern
period. Digital technologies allow different form$ political communication

that can be located systematically somewhere battveelocal-activism of the
pre-modern campaign and the national passive fooinsommunication

characteristic of the modern television campdign.

In the context of India, the Election Commissioh Iodia defines
campaign as the period when the political partigsfprward their candidates
and arguments with which they hope to persuade lpetmp vote for their
candidate and partiésThe official campaign in India lasts at least tweeks
from the drawing up of the list of nominated caradés, and officially ends 48
hours before polling closes. During the electiompaign, the political parties
and contesting candidates are expected to abide Mgdel Code of Conduct
evolved by the Election Commission on the basisaotonsensus among
political parties. It lays down broad guidelinestashow the political parties
and contesting candidates should conduct themsdlwasg the campaign. The
Model Code is intended to maintain the election gaign on healthy lines,
avoid clashes and conflict between political parte their supporters; and to
ensure peace and order during the campaign aridhmtiesults are declared.

Political parties and candidates in India try towhhat they followed the Code

7 lbid. p.6f.
8 Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in(Retrieved on 03/11/2016 08:19pm)
9 lbid.
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of Conduct of Election Commission in letter andrispHowever, in reality,
people witnessed the violation of the Code of Cahdssued by the Election
Commission. Moreover, campaign normally begingast six to seven months
prior to the elections. In short, there is a défere between the guidelines and

the actual practices during the election campaign.
3.2. Urban Local Body elections in Mizoram

Urban local body (ULB) election in Mizoram is based the pre-modern
campaign, a direct form of communication betweeea tandidate and the
voters. Due to a smaller size in area and smalldgéts, local body elections
rely on door-to-door campaign by family and friengsrty workers and
followers of party leaders and candidates. Postats messages around local
development, community and infrastructures have lp@g@ular to connect with
people. However, the modes of communication mafeidifom door-to-door
canvassing to using social media. With the advdnteohnology, mobile
broadcasts and internet are being experimented bpamany leaders across

parties and candidates.

The power and authority of direction and contrblUbB elections in
Mizoram are vested in the State Election CommissioNizoram. Therefore,
the Commission issues a Model Code of Conduct tdolbewed in order to
ensure free, fair and peaceful elections. O Gotober 2015, the Commission

announced the date of the election to be held dhNevember 2015; which
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was 26 days before the actual voting §&a¥he Code of Conduct came into
force from the date of announcement of electiornd @pplies to all political
parties, contesting candidates, ministers, Memb&Rarliament, Members of
Legislative Assembly and any other public servaotsinected with the
elections!! It lays down several conducts to be strictly foléml by the parties
and candidates which include certain activitiey thieould refrain from during
the campaignpolling day and throughout the elections. The Cossion
prevents possession, use of arms and ammunitioisjsgaue of license for
arms, use of loudspeakers within Aizawl city for im@aining peace and
tranquility during the elections. It also makes \psmns for election
expenditure which can be incurred or authorizeddgancurred by a candidate
l.e., Rs. 1,00,000 for each Ward. The day-to-dayasts on expenditure have
to be maintained by the candidate in a registesqoiiged by the Commission
which is to made available for inspection at leasthree occasions during the
campaign period to the Designated Officers/Electiiservers appointed by

the CommissioA?

3.3 Role of Mizoram People Forum

Mizoram has been witnessing a peaceful poll canmpargler the watchful eye

of the powerful Presbyterian church- sponsored andtrolled Mizoram

10 Government of Mizoram. (20153 .ompendium of™® General Election to Aizawl Municipal Council.
State Election Commission: Mizoram. p.54.

11 Government of Mizoram. (20103.ompendium of*1General Election to Aizawl Municipal Council.
State Election Commission: Mizoram. p.53.

121bid. p.272.
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People’s Forum (MPF) The MPF is a conglomeration of several churches
and major NGOs including Young Mizo Association (M4 Mizo
Hmeichhe Insuihkhawm Pawl (MHIP)and Mizoram Upa Pawl (MU Its
main objective is to work for good governance amctlean up the electoral
system of the state dflizoram!’ The MPF has been supported by the State
Election Commission and shares a similar goal wigdle ensure free and fair
elections. All registered political parties havgr&d a covenant with the MPF
while keeping a check on any kind of wrong-doingsthem?® For the Aizawl
Municipal Corporation election, an agreement wagnedl between the
contesting political parties and the MPF ori"1Bebruary 2015 in order to

ensure free and fair electiéh.

The Forum ban lavish campaigning, prohibiting tpllomises in
manifesto, bans public meetings, protest ralliessfs, street concerts etc. It
prohibits the parties not to arrange vehicles tpdvoters to polling booths,
and also setting up of campaign offices or orgagizpublic rallies without its
consent or participation. It also prohibits doowdtmor campaigning within 48
hours of polling day and even order limitations tbe numbers and sizes of

posters and banners, the number of copies of appgapolitical parties and

13 Mizoram People Forum (MPF) was established chl2the, 2006 with a purpose of good
governance and electoral reforms in Mizoram. Theuffiois sponsored and controlled by Mizoram
Presbyterian Church Synod which is the largestdiian denomination in the state.

Young Mizo Association (YMA) was formed on"13une, 1935. It is the largest nongovernmental
organization in Mizoram.

15 Mizoram Hmeichhe Insuihkhawm Pawl (MHIP) is a warisemovement which aims at creating a
state of welfare, upliftment of women and childrelomen rights etc. It was formed ofi 8uly, 1974
and is one of the biggest voluntary organizationklizoram.

16 Mizoram Upa Pawl (MUP) is an elders associatioMinoram which was formed in the year 1960
as Zoram Upa Pawl. It was later changed to Mizothgra Pawl in 1992.

17 Mizoram People Forunwww.mizoram.ngosindia.coifRetrieved on 24/11/2016 05:11pm)

8 Mizoram Synodwww.mizoramsynod.orgRetrieved on 09/11/2016 05:02pm)

19 Vanglaini daily newspaper, Dated"Bebruary 2015wvww.vanglaini.org(Retrieved on 09/11/2016
6:30pm)
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candidates. In every locality, the size of the learshould not be more than 12
X 4 feet, and the size of the poster should noioee than 4 X 3 feet. The
MPF has also restricted the number of posters, dranand flags that can be
used by the candidates and political parties. liocality having seven and
above local council members, the candidates canthuee banners, twenty
posters and thirty flags. For a locality havingdbcouncil members of five and
above, the candidate can use three banners, fifiegiers and twenty flags. As
for a locality with three and above local councémbers, theandidate can

use three banners, ten posters and ten #dg®e role of MPF in ensuring

peaceful elections has been successful in the dhiaseMizoram has been
experiencing a low-key, quiet and colorless eled&ing which earlier was
once colorful and vibrant. The MPF’s role has bkerded by the people and
the State Election Commission. However, there Hasen several criticisms
leveled against the MPF and questioned its role democratic process in the

State.

3.4 Campaign

The campaign management and the nomination of dngy gandidate at the
ULB election are more or less similar to the statel election. In each Ward,
the Block Committee and the Unit Committee togethggygest and prepare a
list of eligible and qualifying candidates to catteom their party. The draft is
sent over to the Nomination Committee of the phggdquarter where the final

decision is made. After the approval of the higaethority, the President of

20 A covenant signed between political parties andFMB 13 February 2015. MPF General
Headquarter: Aizawl.
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the party officially declares the candidate comtgstor their party ticket. As
soon as the date of the election is announced, paxti forms a Campaign
Committee in each locality to manage the whole @ssf electioneering. The
Committee, however, dissolves as soon as the etecs over. The party
members of the Block and Unit Committee elect tiitkce® bearers of the
Campaign Committee who in turn select some menfbens the party to assist

them to perform different task&.

The Committee is further divided into groups andhegroup is assigned
different roles. While some members perform theeraf providing
transportation to the electorates coming from distareas, others are
responsible for buying and distributing cigarettbsfel-nut, or even liquor
among the electorates on polling day (though ligiwrban). The other
members reach out for the sick and needy peopteerarea and assist them
with money or pay for their medicines in order toltize the voters. Polling
agents are also selected by the Office Bearer ohpagn Committee to
identify the electorates and provide them with rtheerial number before
entering the polling booth. Media, banners andgresdre also taken care of by
the Campaign Committee. The Committee assistsahdidate in door-to-door

canvassing, distributing pamphlets and flyers.

The election strategies of the party and alsoititending candidate
started three to four months prior to the votingy.deélowever, the real

campaign begins as soon as the party headquafieralbf announced the

2! Interview with Zosangliana Ralte (Treasurer, Aizdlerth 1, MNF Block) on 11/07/2016, R.
Vanlalvena (Aizawl South |, MLA) on 14/07/2016, Rerangheta (AMC Councillor, Ward V) on
11/11/2016.
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name of the candidate in their respective ward tf@ Aizawl Municipal
Corporation election. The announcement of the chids was made official
on 2 November 2015 by the MNF party, while the Cong$C alliance
officially announced their party candidates ¢hNoovember 2015 and the BJP-
ZNP alliance announced their candidates &nNbvember 2015%? So, the
announcement of the candidates was made threevéo days after the
announcement of the AMC election by the State Elec€Commission. Since
the AMC election was scheduled to be held off Mbvember 2015, the
candidates were left with roughly 20-23 days fompaigning. Moreover, the

MPF restricted door-to-door canvassing ten daysreghe actual voting day.
3.5Case Study on Election Campaign of Different Candiates

The scholar interviewed four candidates to study anderstand the election
campaigns as a case study from four different WaAé=d 111, Ward IV, Ward
V and Ward 1) in order to analyze the differenttizecand strategies employed
between the winning and the losing candidates.db52AMC election, the
MNF party decided to contest alone, while a prd-dllance was formed
between the Congress and Mizoram People’s Confer¢ghid®C) party and
between BJP and Zoram Nationalist Party (ZNP). loMohg is the list of
candidates interviewed by the scholar, clause ABangpresents the candidates
who have won the election while clause C and Dtlagecandidates who have

lost the election.

22 vanglaini daily newspaper, Datet Blovember 2015, @November 2015 and™November 2015:
www.vanglaini.org(Retrieved on 09/11/2016 6:30pm)
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3.5.A Case study 1:
Name of the candidate: Laltlanzova Khiangte

Ward No: IV ( Ramhlun South, Ramthar North, Ramtiang and Aizawl

Venglai).
Party: MNF

Laltlanzova Khiangte contested the AMC electiod] 2 from Ward IV.
He was the youngest male candidate from the urnvedeseats. The BJP-ZNP
alliance did not contest in this ward and thereenenly two contestants; the
other contestant G.Thuamliana from MPC party logt469 votes. In other
words, the Congress and the MNF had a straight.figiitlanzova Khiangte, a
permanent resident of Ramhlun South has won the AMCtion of 2015 from
Ward IV. He was born on ¥2December 1978 in Aizawl and completed his
master’s degree in History subject in 2002. He i@ entrant in politics; he
however, developed a keen interest in politics esihis early life. He was
involved in several political movements like YoutYfovement for Mizoram
and Mipui Tangrual Pawl during 2007 to 2089Right after his post-
graduation, he pursued a career in journalism anked as a news editor in
Vanglaini from 2002 to 2006. He then launched a tmgnmagazine called
‘Thlifim’ and was an editor from 2006 to 2009. Hi®ntributions towards

literature are notable, including several articlEs the state’'s leading

23 Youth Movement for Mizoram (YMM) and Mipui Tangriudawl (MTP) are both political
movements, working for free and fair election amtbting an over-all change in Mizoram.
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newspaper, Vanglaini. During his time as a joustahe did not have any close

tie or affiliation with any political party.

When the AMC election was nearer in 2015, he chainthat several
parties at the local level have constantly requkBim to join their party and to
contest from their party ticket; the talks and passon went on until he finally
decided to contest from MNF party one month priottite election. On 30
October 2015, the State Election Commission anredintbe date of the
election to be held on #&November 2015 which was soon followed up by the
filing of nominations?* So, there was hardly a month left between the dfate
announcement and the polling day. The candidatedr&n a direct form of
campaigning as well as indirect form in which heptyed social media,
specifically ‘Whatsapp’ to woo the voters. He s#mht he visited as many
houses as he could and used posters, business aactdsbanners for
communication and to popularize himself among tleeterate in the ward.
The party workers, friends and families also asdishim in door-to-door
canvassing in different areas. So each group wiaugpet different areas within
the ward. Since public meetings, rallies etc. weaened by the MPF, the only
platform the candidates could express themselvéxrdo¢he public was the
joint platform organized by the MPF in every war 20" November 2015. In
the Joint Platform, the candidates took turn tol@rpvhat steps they will take
towards the development of Aizawl if elected. Whasked about his

expenditure during the election, the candidatefishe opinion that almost

24 Op cit, Compendium (2015). p.54.
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every candidate must have crossed five to six tithesceiling of expenditure
prescribed by the State Election Commission. Itmeeavery candidate spend
around six to seven lakhs amount of money in theCA8lections. It can be
noted here that the MPF tried to curb the lavistnsjing and power of money
in the AMC elections but failed because the cartdslavere spending five to

six times more than the ceiling of expenditure.

The candidate is however, satisfied with the wl&PF and the party
workers and gives credit to them for his victorytlire election. According to
him, the main factor behind his victory was “yoytbwer” which was made
possible by the MPF. He opines that the role of Nt has virtually put an
end to nepotism, corruption and bribing of voters] as a result, it haseated
a better opportunity for the younger and newer s to actually
participate in the field of politics. He also sditht the role of the MPF has
been made possible for the candidate coming fromdadle-class family to win

the election without buying and bribing the voters.

3.5.B Case study 2:
Name of the candidate: Rosiamngheta
Ward No: V ( Electric Veng, Chanmari and Zarkawt).
Party: Congress

Rosiamngheta contested the election from Congragy and won the
AMC election of 2015 in Ward V. He had also won thist AMC election in
2010 when he contested from MPC party. He was borid" September 1964

in Aizawl. He got his degree in Bachelor of Thegl@nd Bachelor of Arts. He

was deeply influenced by his father in joining po$ and eventually became a
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member of Chanmari Village Council in 1993. He al®rved as Village
Council President in Chanmari for nine years. He baen involved in many
social works in his locality and also served asdg@fBearer in YMA Chanmari
branch as well as a leader in Kristian Thalai P@GP)>®> Chanmari branch.
He defines his role in politics as social work atexl and not election-oriented
and said “Politics is not a profession, but a nois%®. In 2015, he switched his
party from PC to Congress which he thought wouldeha bigger impact on
the AMC election rather than the smaller partiess hhain objective is to
become an efficient politician irrespectigéthe party he belongs. So, in order
to serve and contribute for the betterment of tmunity and city, he is of
the opinion that one should follow the party whieiti have a bigger impact on

the society.

Coming to the campaign, he along with the pargdérs set up a
Campaign Committee in each locality within Ward Nb.The members and
party workers of the Committee are divided intougr® and target different
areas and took part in house-to-house campaiguiistyjbuting leaflets and
flyers. Besides the help from friends, family ahd Campaign Committee, the
candidate did not employ any other form of campiaigtike the use of social
media or bulk SMS to mobilize voters. Another stigyt which the candidate
followed was the ‘pick and choose’ method in whilkla party workers, friends
and family assisted him in campaigning to pick ufamily, who demanded to

meet the candidate in person. At times, the catglidéien visited the same

25 Kristian thalai Pawl (KTP) is a Christian YouthlBgvship under Mizoram Presbyterian Church. It
was formed on 2% February 1954,
26 Interview with Rosiamngheta, AMC Councilor (Wardl & 11/11/2016.



84

house more than once if he feels necessary. Heeeppd the role of the
Campaign Committee and said that the main factelsnld his victory is the
party strength as well as his personality, his oations to the city as a

Councilor in the previous term.

The candidate feels that during the campaign gscevery candidate
should be given an opportunity to address the pudtid debate on an issue,
put forward their ideas, intentions and politicedree to the mass so that the
voters would be aware of whom to vote for in thecgbn. He said that there
should be enough platforms for the candidates fwess their views, so that
the voters will analyze their views and vote acauglty?’. It can be noted that
during the campaign, the candidate recalled thattdtial expenditure would
have crossed the prescribed limit. He said th&balgyh it seems right for the
system but in practical, it is not possible for @andidate to maintain his

expenditure within a meager ceiling of Rs. 1,00,600
3.5.C Case study 3:
Name of the candidate: Dalkhena

Ward: Il ( Ramhlun North, Ramhlun Venglai, Ramhlviengthar, Ramhlun

Sports Complex and Laipuitlang).
Party: Congress

Dalkhena was born in 1943, in Leisenzo in Chhampdhatrict.

Dalkhena is the oldest candidate in the AMC electid 2015. He moved to

27 bid.
28 |bid.
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Aizawl in 1971 where he completed his degree in @ente stream in the year
1974. He worked at the Transport Department umsilMoluntary pension in
1989. In 1997, he joined the Congress party andelexted as a member of
Village Council in Ramhlun North. He also became ®resident of Village
Council in 2002 which he held for four consecutieems. He was also the
President of YMA Ramhlun North branch and till datee remains as an
adviser to the said YMA branch. He has done a fosazial works for the
development of his locality during his term as &gé Council President, his
notable work being the construction of Ramhlun brddStadium. His
achievements and contributions have made him ottleeaiost prominent men
in the locality. He however, lost t#eMC election and was defeated by just 76
votes by his competitor from MNF. According to hitme MNF party had
attracted a lot of voters who were against the kéimoLiquor Prohibition and
Control Act (MLPC¥® and saw his defeat as a protest against the vhiop s

that has been established in their ward.

The candidate was initially very skeptical aboantesting the AMC
election as he felt that he was too old and woud make a competent
candidate. The party members from the block and lemel pressurized him
and made a recommendation for him at the partydwesater. As the Congress
party insisted him to contest the election, to Wwhie finally agreed. So he

started his campaign after his nomination was meffieial by the party

29 Mizoram Liquor Prohibition and Control (MLPC) Bilas passed by the state government in 2014.
The Act was enforced on #9anuary 2015 ending the Mizoram Liquor Total Pogttin (MLTP) of
1995. Wine shops are open under strict regulatimiaspeople over 21 can drink and purchase liquor
after applying for a liquor card. The Churches iizdlam and local NGOs have made allegations
against the Act and warned the people not to isgibt or allow their properties to be used for stgr

or selling liquor.
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headquarter on "8 November 2015° When it comes to house-to-house
campaigning, the candidate claimed that it was ssfide to visit every house
in the ward within a short span of time for campaig. So he mainly targeted
the floating voters and skipped some houses whehhbught are safe and
would vote for him at any cost. He said that CampaCommittee in each
locality has performed their task very well in hiamgl the campaign process,
from distributing pamphlets, posters, door-to-doanvassing to using social
media to attract voters. The candidate also solglpt from his family, friends
and relatives. There were times the candidatedhasrange dinner or lunch for
the party members, his friends and relatives wiststesl him in his campaign.
He claims that the fixed ceiling of expenditure/ésy less for the candidate to
manage the whole campaign and election affairs éve candidate refrains
from buying or bribing voters. He said that he wbubt have exceeded the

limit it was five times more than the prescribeaditi®!

The candidate appreciates the role of MPF in ramimtg peaceful
elections and said that MPF is like a shield thadtqrts us from election
malpractices. He however, feels that the MPF shoeillalx some restrictions
that have been imposing on parties and candidaieagdthe campaign. He
said that there should be more public meetings rande platforms for the
candidates to put forward their opinion and théaws so that the voters can
decide the right candidate to vote for. He also toerd that he had spoken

against the MoU signed by the MPF and differenitigal parties, but no party

30 Op cit,Vanglaini, Dated@November, 2015.
31 In other words, the candidate spent at leasttfimes more than the expenditure limit of one lakh.
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or individual was on the same page as no one dardsfy the diktats of the

MPF. 3

Though a very prominent man, the candidate somdbesivthe AMC
election of 2015. The candidate claimed that theoapnt candidate from the
MNF party has attracted a lot of partisan votersval as floating voters who
are against the opening of a wine shop in Ramhlangiai which is within
Ward lll. The candidate mentioned that he hasrwsty of his loyal supporters
due to the MLPC Act implemented by the Congressypércan be said that he
lost the election mainly because of the party Ipresents. In ward lll, it was
rather a party identification than candidate evidwmathat influenced the

voters.

3.5.D Case study 4:

Name of the candidate: Vanlalrengpuii

Ward No: XVIII (Reserved seat) (Tuikhuahtlang, Massveng, Model Veng,

Salem Veng, Dam Veng, Venghnuai, Thakthing andvaig).

Party: MNF

Vanlalrengpuii who is currently residing in Thakip Dam Veng have
lost the AMC election to her opponent M. Zohmingthia an IAS retired, who
held several important posts including Lunglei DgpuCommissioner,
Transport Director and Chief Executive Officer ofM& in 2010.

Vanlalrengpuii was born in Manipur in 1968. Sheobgjs to a traditional

32 |t means that though the role of MPF is positthere are some loopholes in the MPF’s role in the
democratic process. In other words, there are paeshb do not agree with the role of MPF.
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supporter of MNF party. She continued her studesneafter marriage and
completed her B.Ed in 2004, ten years after sheguhker 12 class. She is
interested in social works and politics and is ativa member of several
organizations including Mizo Hmeichhe InsuihkhawrawP (MHIP) and is

currently the President of the local MHIP. Shelsahe current MNF Block
President in Aizawl South Il Constituency and dkdding a post of General

Secretary of Women Front at the party Headquarter.

In Ward XVIII, there was no separate Campaign Cdtbe set up in
any of the locality within the ward. The campaigogess was managed by the
members and party workers from the Block and Unin@ittee. She said that
it was mainly the Unit party workers, who assisteer in door-to-door
canvassing at their respective locality. Each Wommittee within the ward
played their own role of canvassing, putting up reae and posters and
distributing pamphlets. The candidate solely relied a direct form of
campaigning and said no social media or Bulk SMS$ewssed during the
campaign. The candidate claimed that she did noeexk the ceiling of
expenditure imposed by the Commission during henpzagn. She also said
that if everything was done in the right way as peF rules and code of

conduct, no candidate would exceed the limit.

According to the candidate, there was no jointfpten held by the MPF
in Ward No. XVIIl. It became a huge disadvantage tltte candidate who
contested against a public figure like M. Zohmiragthi, who has already

earned her name as a prominent citizen among #otoehtes. As a contestant
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in the election, the candidate felt that she shdaa@djiven an opportunity to a
joint platform where she could introduce herselthie public and convey her
views and ideas. The candidate claimed that she thes election mainly
because the electorates barely knew her as theyenavalatform to introduce
herself to the voters in public. She mentioned timere should be public
meetings to address the voters in every localityhsb any person can contest

against any candidate who is already popular anfoagoters.
3.6 Manifesto

Manifesto is the pamphlet or booklet issued by ktipal party contesting the
elections, which directs the voters about its paognes and policies. Concise
Dictionary of Politics defines manifesto as “A dowent in which a political
party sets out the programme it proposes to folforeturned to office. The
document may reflect compromises between diffepamty groupings, rather
than an agreed programme of action. The manifeside seen as establishing
the mandate for a governing party, although govemtnare often reluctant to
be constrained bymanifesto commitments®® Each political party issues
election manifesto before approaching the eleaovdtich declares the aims
and objectives of the party and also provides radtiere choices to the people.
In fact, an election manifesto amounts to a frdskdge which a political party
undertakes to redeethlt also highlights the achievements of the pausyally

an election manifesto of the ruling party conveyathievements to the people

33 |.McLean and A.Mcmillan. (2009 oncise Dictionary of PoliticsOxford University Press: New
York. p.328.

34 M.Roy. (2000)Electoral Politics in India: Election Process andittomesDeep & Deep
Publications: New Delhi. p.273.
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during the last tenure while the manifesto of tpgasing party highlights the
failures of the ruling party. Therefore, it enabthe voter to compare similar
stands on issues such as economy, defense, religimh other general

concern®

According to Election Commission of India, manites are detailed
programmes of party which they wish to implemerglécted to governme#.
In this sense, election manifestos can be seerees wishes of the parties and
not some tall promises. However, it is a powerbdl tto exert pressure on the
party in power to fulfill the aims and objectivesits election manifesto. They
are pressed by the people and the opposition paryplement the policies
and programmes issued in their manifesto. The oppogarty keeps an eye
on the manifestos for criticizing and opposing ti®/ernment policies and
programs. On the other hand, the manifestos argedran such a way that
legally the politicians cannot be held responsiiole breach of faith even if

they do not fulfill the objectives after winningetlelections?’

3.7 Manifestos in AMC election, 2015

Each party contesting the AMC election have issmediifestos mainly on the
grounds of local issues, development of the citg esues relating to youth.
Both the alliances, the Congress-MPC alliance drel BJP-ZNP alliance
issued joint manifestos in which they included ttsfiared views and issues. It

can be mentioned here that in the previous AMCtiele010, the Congress-

35 |bid.
36 Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in(Retrieved on 17/11/2016 09:54pm)
37 Op cit, M.Roy, p.273ff.
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ZNP alliance did not issue a joint-manifesto. Hoegvn the second AMC
election 2015, both the alliances issued joint festds. Moreover, party
manifestos have attained an important position evety contesting political

party came up with well-documented manifestos.

3.7.A Manifesto of MNF Party

The election manifesto of the MNF started with kieg achievements under the
leadership of Laldenga and Zoramthanga during theé in the state. It was
guite a comprehensive document which consisted Gofpdges and 6 sub-
headings. It addressed the need for a better astnainon, public amenities,
youth vision, development works, public health s&¥s, social and community
services. The most striking feature of the manifegis the youth vision which
included establishing Community Information & Knaadbe Centre, provision
of free wifi in some areas of the city if voted to powemThe MNF tried to

mobilize the youth voters even though a lot of v®tid not take the pain to
read the long-listed manifesto filled with emptypmises. Till today, the ruling

MNF party in the AMC has not implemented most ¢ thsues mentioned in
their manifesto. However, some politicians view ifestos as just intentions
and not promises, and that they are not legallynddo implement whatever

they have mentioned in the manifesto.

3.7.B Manifesto of Congress-MPC alliance

The joint manifesto of the Congress-MPC allianceststed of 18 points of

their aims and objectives. It included a better imistration of the AMC, better

38 Election Manifesto of Mizo National Front: AMC el&on 2015.
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traffic by the installation of rope-way in some aseof the city, free wifi
hotspot in some areas and institutions within thg, @rovision of a more
efficient supply of energy in the city using sofzanel*®* The Congress-ZNP
joint manifesto is another empty rhetoric claiming complete various
developmental works like urban poor housing, Lalsma park, Common
cemetery at South Hlimen etc. It also claimed torease the functions
performed by the Aizawl Municipal Corporation. Hovee, it was not as
specific as the manifesto of the MNF party and dwomelacked ambiguity in
providing what steps will be taken and how theyl wy#nerate the fund to

complete the said developmental works.
3.7.C Manifesto of BJP-ZNP alliance (NDA)

The eight pages manifesto with 25 points issuedhgy NDA alliance has
offered a lot of developmental works which includdéd construction of
Diversion Bridge in some areas including BawngkawWaivakawn, Chanmari,
Bungkawn, Sikulpuikawn and Khatlastablishing mega amusement park,
smart parking lot, smart market, rapid mass traystem, road extension by 5
percent, town extension scheme, pedestrian foqtpaitratization of drainage
systems etc. The joint manifesto was a detaileduhent of different
developmental works rather than a better and efficadministration. It also
offered the urban youth a loan of Rs. 50,000 t&@Q,000 under Micro Units

Development & Refinance Agency (MUDRA).

39 Joint Manifesto of Congress-BJP alliance: AMC &tet2015.
40 Joint Manifesto of NDA alliance: AMC election, 281



93

3.8 Comparisons of the manifestos

The manifestos of the different political parties the AMC election are
remarkably similar on certain issues like publiceaities, development works
and youth vision. For instance, all the parties ehawentioned in their
manifestos about the establishment of amusemerit pad recreational
facilities for the urban youth; the setting up dfiwotspot for a better internet
access, even though the joint manifesto of BJP-ZNIBnce is silent on this
topic it offers a loan for the urban youth for geting sustainable economic
activity. All manifestos included the use of sotarergy and efficient power
supply. In particular, the manifestos of the MNF @ongress-MPC alliance
have similarities on development works, social abdhmunity services like
the plan for smart city, common cemetery and solgte management. The
joint manifesto of the BJP-ZNP alliance is a compin of aspirations and tall
promises which included the privatization of drgi@asystems, establishment
of Aizawl Entrepreneurship & Skill Development liiste and Permanent
Exhibition Centre, establishment of smart parkioig(iulti-layer parking) and

smart market.

The manifestos of the MNF included the provision pofblic health
services like the control of gas pollution, watexlgtion, sound pollution,
provision of safe drinking water to the schools amgtitutions. However, the
other two joint-manifestos are silent on public Itresservices. The joint
manifesto of the Congress-MPC focused mainly on tbhe-going

developmental works which it promised to develod eomplete them if voted
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to power. Apart from the development works, it gsomised to increase the
functions of the AMC and establish a stable Murati@orporation. The joint
manifesto of the Congress-MPC is a one-page |leafigth is more simple and
transparent comparing to the other two manifestoighvcontain a long list of
promises and aspirations. However, it is argued glo@d manifestos do not
necessarily bring up good governments and goosides are taken at times in

the face of bad manifestés.

Campaigns and manifestos are the election steteginployed by the
candidates and political parties in the AMC eladioln general, the campaign
in the AMC election follows a direct form of camgaing, where the
candidates and party workers carry out door-to-deanvassing and
communicate directly with the voters. However, sopoditical parties, party
leaders and even the candidates also use the rplathd social media to

mobilize voters.

Table 3.1: Factors influencing voters’ choice

Question Male Percentage Female Percentage

What mattered to you mor

while deciding whom to vott

for?
a) Party 3 12 3 10
b) Candidate 19 76 27 90
c) Manifesto (issues an 2 8 - -
programmes)
d) Others 1 4 - -

(Source: Field work)

41 Op cit, M. Roy, p.277.
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According to the field work carried out by the slr, only 5 percent of
the respondents agreed that social media has h#lpedin deciding whom to
vote for, while 15 percent somewhagreed that the role of social media has
helped them to some extent. Only 28.3 percent efréspondents made up
their mind about who to vote for during the campaig/hile 30 percent made
up their mind as soon as the list of contestinglchates is announced and 16.7
percent made their decision before the campaigtedtalhe study shows that
the campaign process in the AMC election has amahiinfluence on the
voters’ decision. Similarly, manifestos essentiilfyve no impact on the voters.
Only 8 percent of the respondents considered n&todeas an important factor

in deciding whom to vote for.

Regarding the three factors- candidate, party aadifestos that are in
play in determining the voter’s choice, the schétamd that 76 percent of the
male and 90 percent of the female respondents deresl the candidate to be
the most important factor and give secondary pmsito political party and
party manifestos. Nonetheless, 12 percent of matk 1® percent of female
respondents view party platform as an importansid@ration in elections. The
present studghows that at local level elections, the voter'gypalentification
and issue position (manifestos) are lower in thekrdolitical party or party
manifestos do not occupy an important position he perception of the

respondents.

From the above four case studies, it is found magt of the candidates

are not satisfied with the rules and restrictidmet thave been imposed on the
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candidates and political parties during the campaigd electioneering process
by the MPF. Since public meetings, rallies andlikeeare banned by the MPF,
there was only one joint platform organized by kfieF in the AMC election,
which was not even conducted in some of the waFtlsy are provided only
one chance or no chance at all to address thecpuliroduce themselves to
the voters, and put forward their strengths andféilares of their opponent.
They feel that there should be more public meetwigsre the candidates could
debate on grounds of different issues so that tters could decide the right
person to vote for after analyzing their views enta&in issues. Speaking off the
record, one candidate claimed that it is an okbbgafior the candidates and the
parties to follow the Model Code of Conduct issumdthe State Election
Commission because the Commission has a Constittistatus and legal
sanctions. However, he said that the rules impbsetthe MPF are not backed
by any law and do not have the right to invalid gaety who go against their

rules*?

The form of campaign in the AMC election is genlgréthe pre-modern
campaign which involves interpersonal communicalietween candidates and
voters. The campaign was concentrated within laoahmunities and wards
and door-to-door canvassing. The candidates anticpblparties also employ
the platform of social media and newspapers whialiegrise to a newer,
indirect form of communication between the votensl @andidates. However,

unlike the modern and post-modern campaign, the fof campaign in the

42 Interview was held with one of the candidateshef AMC election, 2015. However, the candidate is
not willing to disclose his name.
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AMC election did not involve any kind of paid prefonal consultants to
manage the campaign process. The party workehe atrtit and block level, as
well as friends and relatives assisted the canesdist their campaign without
any pay. However, the candidates often arrangedediar lunch for the party

workers who assisted them in the campaign proceagaeken of appreciation.

The present study also found that most of the idabes in the AMC
election exceeded the ceiling of expenditure meetioin the Code of Conduct.
Besides spending on posters, banners and flags;aihéidates claimed that
they spend mostly on arranging lunch and dinnetttierparty workers at the
block and every unit level within their ward. Withone ward, there are at least
five to six units, while there are some wards hgwight to nine units. So, it
means the candidates spend a lot of money fordahg workers. However, the
MPF does not have any restriction on the candidateshe arrangement of

dinner or lunch for the party workers.




Chapter IV

Voting Behavior

Voting behavior is the study of political behavinrthe context of voting in the
elections. It implies the study of voter’'s preferes, attitudes, alternative,
programmes and ideology on which elections are Hougoting behavior is a
complex subject and there are several factorsagt pl has diverse factors that
comprise both political and non-political factorsdaits determinants are vast
and wide-ranging which differ from one person tother. A voter’s choice is
influenced by several factors in invoking religioaad communal factors,
influence of money or charismatic personality deader and other irrational
forces seem to have dominated the minds of thesotéis chapter focuses on
the factors that determine the voting behavior @malk out the possible factors
that may have influence the minds of the voterh@12015 AMC election by
studying the election results obtained and by amadythe data collected from

the field work by the scholar.
4.1 Concept:

The International Encyclopedia of Social ScienceBnés voting as a
means of aggregating individual preferences intective decisions by which
the study of electoral behavior can be viewed asemed more narrowly with
the formation of, and expression of individual prehces. The study of voting

behavior has acquired a new dimension and a broaskming with the

1 D.E. Stokes. (1968). Votingn D.L. Sills (ed.)The International Encyclopedia of the Social Sc#=nc
Vol. 15, 16 & 17 Collier-Macmillan Publishers: London. p.387.
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acceptance of the relevance of a host of variabl@sh previously had not
been conceived or were considered irrelevant.Heory and Method of Voting
Behavior Researcisamuel J. Eldersveld has rightfully observed tWaiting

behavior today connotes more than examination thgaecords, compilation
of voting statistics and computation of electoshifts”? It is the analysis of
individual psychological processes (perception, e motivation) and their
relation to the vote decision of group structured #heir reaction to political
action, as well as of institutional process andrtimapact on elections. He
classified voting behavior studies on the basisenferal criteria- the types of
data examined, the electoral units investigated, dhjective pursued by the
researcher or the research design and hypothegioywsd. He pointed out six

types of voting behavior research. They are asvaf

I.  The first category is the hypothesis-testing exadlany study in which
the investigator assumes the significance of agmitipn on the basis of
mere hunch collects and orders voting data in aneaxesigned to
demonstrate the truth or falsity of his proposition

ii.  The second category is the mass tabulation cadg, siperating with no
hypothesis or very vague ones, and concentratirggsingle unit.

lii.  The comparative statistical survey is the thirdssification of voting
behavior research in which an attempt is made sordee differentials
in voting behavior trends in counties, states drona without clearly

expressed hypothesis.

2'S. J. Eldersveld. (1951). Theory and Method ofinvgpBehavior Researcithe Journal of Politics.
Vol.13. No.1p71.
3 lbid. p.74fff.
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iv.  The fourth category is the single hypothesis trehdly in which the
investigation explores the validity of a single jposition over a
considerable span of election and in many diffeedettoral units.

v. The fifth category known as the hypothesis-testangorial analysis is
an intensive, sustained, systematic effort which sistematically
organized and pursued, but applied to one or aelewation situations in
a single community.

vi. The final category of voting behavior research l& tcommunity
dynamics type which is basically mass tabulatiod wetording studies,
but they also usually proceed on the basis of mitkefset of hypothesis,

more or less closely relatéd.

4.2 Models of Voting Behavior

The study of voting has been dominated by normatnresiderations, ascribing
to the average voter a strong sense of rationality regard to political matters
for a long time. The psychological process or thkdvior analytic process did
not constitute the focus of inquiry into voting lbefor. Max Visser developed
a behavior analytic approach to examine whetherctmsequences of voting
behavior with the existing psychological approactewoting. According to
him, there are three major schools prominent inasqesychological voting
research. The first was a group of researchersmdmsd at Columbia
University under the central direction of Lazardféletween the early 1940s
and the late 1950s. The second school comprisedrobr researchers such as

Campbell, Converse, Miller and Stokes located atUlmiversity of Michigan

4 |bid. p.74ff.
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in 1948. The third school, the cognitive has incogbed insights cognitive
psychology in their voting researehThese models of voting behavior are

discussed below:
Columbia model of voting behavior:

The Columbia model emphasized the particular sepaiditical and social
conditions and restricted its studies to one comtyufThe study of Erie
County in 1940 and the study of Elmira in 1948)oltuses on the influences
of social factors and voting. Lazarsfeld and hesnestudied the Erie County in
the US, and is the first of the two groundbreakelgction analyses of the
Columbia school of vote choice. From the findingdhe Erie County study,
people tend to vote as they always have, in facthas families have.
Individual’s attitudes are formed and reinforcedtbgir membership in social
groups such as their social class, ethnic groug,raligious group, and by the
associations, they belong to. They found that peoplder cross-pressures are

the most likely to chande.

The findings of the Erie County study has beeteteand modified by
Berelson and his team in their bodigting: A Study of Opinion Formation in a
Presidential Campaignin their study of Elmira, Berelson and his teasurfd
that the people who change most during a campasgncahange most between

campaigns and they are more likely to be subjeatrtss-pressures in their

5 M. Visser. (1996). Voting: A Behavioral AnalysBehavior and Social Issues. Vol. 6. Np.24.
6 P. F. Lazarsfeld., B.R. Berelson & H. Gaudet. 48)9The People’s Choice: How the Voter makes up
his mind in a Presidential Campaig@olumbia University Press: New York. p.178.
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position on subsidiary political mattetS he study of Erie County developed
the two-step flow of communication which impliesathmost people receive
information from opinion leaders through interpe@r@locommunication rather
than directly from mass media. In his articléhe Two-Step Flow of
Communication: An Up-to-Date Report on HypotheEithu Katz revised the
concept of the two-step flow of communication angjgested that opinion
leaders and the people whom they influence are nergh alike and typically
belong to the same primary groups of family, frierahd co-workers. While
the opinion leader may be more interested in thiégodar sphere in which he
Is influential, it is highly unlikely that the pemss influenced will be very far

behind the leader in their level of interést.

Michigan model of voting behavior:

The Michigan model is said to have individualisticd social psychological
orientation. According to Chandler, the Michigandabcan be characterized

by five general principals-

I.  The fundamental entities of a model of voting bebiaware political
attitudes, those individual psychological statesielis, expectations and
values which determine individual vote choices.

ii. Political attitudes can be distinguished from othmauses of an

individual’'s vote choice which are outside, or esogus to the model.

”B. R. Berelson., P.F. Lazarsfeld & W.N. McPhe@54).Voting: A study of Opinion Formation in a
Presidential CampaigriUniversity of Chicago Press: Chicago. p.33.

8 E. Katz. (1957). The Two-Step Flow of Communicatién Up-to-Date Report on an Hypothesis.
The Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 2, Nof.70ff
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li.  Information about political attitudes is obtaineg urvey research and
public opinion polls.

Ilv. Statistical techniques, enhanced by modern compuageabilities allow
researchers to determine causal relationshipsrwploktween variables.

v. The Michigan model is fully universal, that is whexogenous variables
are excluded, the model reveals those patternshén dttitudes of
electorates which determine the result of competiglections at all

times and in all societiés.

The Michigan model is divided into two typ¥sThe first one is the
strong version, in which party identification leatts the development and
maintenance of views consistent with the party &tand is casually prior to
attitudes. Voters believe what the party wishesihe believe. The second and
weaker version of the model is that the views @& fartisan, including his
beliefs about the past performance and future ijgsliare influenced not only

by party identification but also by societal andiuidual experience$.

Cognitive model of voting behavior:

In the book,How Voters DecideHimmelweit et al. developed and tested a
cognitive model which they called a consumer marfeloting to emphasize
that the same principles hold with regard to votaggthose which guide the
individual in purchasing goods for consumption. ytaegue that in order to

understand the role that an individual's cognitigolay in the decision,

9 M. Chandler. (1988). Models of Voting Behavior3arvey Researcl8ynthese, Vol. 76. Nof.. 28f.
0H, T. Himmelweit., P. Humphrey., M. Jaeger & M.tKa(198). How Voters Decide: A longitudinal
study of political attitudes and voting extendingofifteen yearsAcademic Press Inc.: London. p. 8.
1 1bid.
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reactions to a sufficiently wide range of politiaaues need to be assessed
such as the major concerns of the society. The has$eimes a voter who is
responsive rather than dependent, active rathan passive. The most
important and central to this model is the inditsl cognitions in which the
individual with his personal set of attitudes amdidfs looks for the best fit or
the least misfit between these and his or her pémeof the platforms and the
record of the parties. The act of voting like theghase of goods is seen as
simply one instance of decision making and is nffent in any kind of the
process whereby other decisions are reached. Tdigiaebeing influenced by
a variety of factors whose importances vary withe thndividual's
circumstances, the problems of the country and diséinctiveness of the
parties’ platforms. It allows for party identificanh to affect attitudes, nut sees

this influence as much weaker and more variable tther influences.

In addition, Himmelweit et al. distinguished beémewhat they called
attitudinal fit and attitudinal shift. Attitudindit was measured by comparing
the attitudes of voters with the mean profile ditades held by voters for the
Conservative, Labour, and Liberal parties respebtithe closer the attitudes,
the nearer the attitudinal fit. Attitudinal shife& measured in their longitudinal
sample by comparing attitudinal fit between suceesslections: the larger the

difference, the greater the shift in attitudés.

12 bid. p. 11ff



105

4.3 Voting Behavior in India

Voting behavior differs from one place to anothed drom time to time. It

means that voting behavior in one country or swite not be the same in

another country. For example, economic managenigheaountry occupies a
prominent place in election agendas and campaidgngolitical parties in

western democracies like the US, because the stageonomy is always a
potential election issue deciding the electionuoes of the contending parties.
However in India, economic issues have never doien a serious election
issue or the focus of media and public attentiadidn elections seem to have
been dominated by fundamentalist and divisive ssteat surface mostly
during the election timé& In India, parochial considerations have been phayi
a dominant role in voting behavior. While decidingom to vote for, there are

several factors that enter the decision-making.

The study on voting behavior identified severalitgal and social-
economic factors which act as determinants of gobiahavior in India. Since
time immemorial, caste always has deep roots irstiugety and continues to
be a determinant of voting behavior in India. Its@id that elections have
cemented caste and that caste has been politiaiagolitics uses caste as its
base. Votes are demanded in the name of casteegadnle an important factor
in the selection of candidates. The role of rehgi® also equally influential in
India. Votes are sought by playing the religiousdcaith the co-religious

voters. Since India is a multi-lingual state, limjic interests also influence

B R. Sthanumoorthy & L.M. Eapen. (2004). Economguks in Elections: Rrecent Tren&sonomic
and Political Weekly. Vol.39. No.10.1019.
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voting behavior. The charismatic personalities opylar leaders is another
determinant. Other determinants of voting behawiolude money factor, mass

illiteracy, party affiliations, election campaignscal issues etc.

In India, issues of public policy often play a hgiple role in the
election campaign and in affecting individuals vdtedian voters seem to be
more influenced by local policies and administmatiather than by broad
policy pursued by the national government. In tgbktlof the 2014 Lok Sabha
election, economic factors played an unusuallydargie in shaping voting
behavior'* Irrational patterns of caste-based voting were hmigss evident.
And regional parties, often thought to be gainimgugd suffered a setback.
However, M. Vaishnav (2015) argued that Indian wotmay have changed
insofar as they are placing greater emphasis omaaagnomic outcomes when
deciding whom to vote for, there seem to be fewngka in the personal
characteristics of individual candidates on offerThe process of the
emergence of an issue-based voting is slowly aaduglly taking shape in

India.

Studies on voting behavior in India has been irsply the Columbia
and Michigan model. Party identification, issueandidates, campaigns, socio-
economic status of voters have been recognizeshaariant realms for studies
on voting behavior. In India, studies on voting &e@br had been mainly
undertaken by the Indian Council of Social ScieRasearch-Centre for the

Study of Developing Studies (ICSSR-CSDS). The C3RS conducted time-

M. Vaishnav. (2015). Understanding the Indian Vo@arnegie Endowment for International Peace.
p.5.
5 1bid. p.5f.
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series National Election Studies (NES) since 19%72.997, Lokniti, a research
program of CSDS was established. The key focussavé&okniti’s research
are electoral patterns and voting behavior. It é@stributed to strengthening
the tradition of collaborative research among Indiaholars and researchéts.
The NES 1967 was the first survey-based national lstudy of political
opinions and attitudes in India, carried out by 8amJ. Eldersveld,
Bashiruddin Ahmed, and Dwaine Marvick. They fouhdttthe Indian voters
were as perspective and interested in politicaldssand parties at the time of

elections as their counterpart in developed coesitiThey also found that —

1. Political cultures between rural and urban areasevimsically
continuous, but there were discernible differeruesveen states.

2. Variables of socio-economic status, including etiooa and
castes, were important variables for the formatdnpolitical
perception such as a sense of political efficacy.

3. Those who are more exposed to the campaign, mareatst,
and who voted regularly, were more interested ihtip® and
more likely to support multi-party democracy witlclaarer sense
of political efficacy.

4. As in the USA, family was an influential factor the formation
of party identification.

5. Some degree of congruence was found between vqgierty-
preference on the one hand and voter’s concernpddiical

issues on the other.

16 |_okniti: www.csds.in/lokniti(Retrieved on 11:50 pm 08/08/2016)
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6. The formation of perceptions toward party was spsiole to
voters party identification, socio-economic stategposure to
political communication and psychological orierdas toward
society.

7. Those who are highly educated or from high casteewess

likely to be politically involved and participataty

4.4 Voting Behavior in Aizawl Municipal Corporation (AMC) election,
2015

A number of studies have been engaging in votingater and political
participation of the people in India. However, thehas been a little
contribution towards the study of Urban Local Baglgctions in general and
particularly in Mizoram. The present study has mademodest effort to
examine the voting behavior in the 2015 AMC elettidhe study follows the
Michigan model of voting behavior which identifi¢iaree clusters of political
attitudes: partisanship, candidate evaluation asde position. As mentioned
in detail in Chapter II, the opposition party iretlstate assembly, the MNF
swept the elections by bagging 11 out of the 19dwaiVhile the ruling

Congress and the MPC combine could manage to ganwvards.

The study selected 60 respondents by using systeraatiom sampling
from four different wards, viz., Ward Il (Ramhludorth, Ramhlun Venglai,
Ramhlun Sports Complex and Laipuitlang); Ward \(lrmed Veng, Armed

Veng South and Chite); Ward XlII (Dawrpui Vengtharaivakawn and

7 Cited in, N. Kondo (2007). Election Studies inilmdnstitute of Developing Economies. Discussion
paper No0.98p.8.
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Kanan); Ward XVIIlI (Tuikhuahtlang, Mission Veng, Mel Veng, Salem
Veng, Dam Veng, Venghnuai, Thakthing and ITI Verigpom each ward, one
polling station is taken up for the purpose of skhg the respondents. The
polling stations which are selected for the studyRamhlun North II, Armed
Veng South |, Vaivakawn Ill and Salem Veng |. Ihdze mention here that the
total electorates within the Aizawl Municipality earl92382, out of which
90287 are male and 102095 are female. Thus the pwlstituted 43.93
percent of the total electorate while the femalastitute 53.06 percent. It
means that the female electorates outnumber the vo&rs. In the 2015 AMC
election, women have dominated and have shown highaout than their
male counterpart. Out of the 60 respondents, 28 {bare male; whereas, 32
(53.3%) are female. There were 211 polling statispsead over the 19

wards?8

4.4.1 Classification of voter and non-voter resporehts

Table 4.1: Classification of voter and non-voter repondents

Sex Voter Percentage Non-voter Percentage
Male 25 41.7 3 5

Female 30 50 2 3.3

Total 55 91.7 5 8.3

(Source: Field Work)

From the above table, there are 5 respondents whwodtl cast their vote
in the last AMC election which constitutes of 8.8rgent of the sample
electorate, while the remaining 91.7 percent esecrtitheir right to vote.

Interestingly, the non-voter percentage is quite With 3.3 percent of female

18 Notification No. B. 14015/10/2015-SEC/AMC. Schealfdr General Election to Aizawl Municipal
Corporation. (vide, State Election Commission: M)
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non-voters while the male non-voters comprise gbebcent of the sample
respondents. When the scholar asked about therredstheir abstention to
those who failed to cast their vote, the non-voagl that due to lack of
interest in elections or the contesting candidadas, to unavailability of time,

while some were posted out of town.

4.4.2 Educational background of the voters

Education plays a key role particularly in a denaticr polity as political
participation tends to increase with educatiorhdips the people to become
effective decision-makers. It not only enhancetmali efficacy but also boost
the voter turnout. As per 2011 census, the litenatg in Mizoram is 91.53
percent which implies higher voter turnout and tgegarticipation of the
people. It is noteworthy that Mizoram has withesseden state assembly
elections with a voter turnout of above 70 perc&udsenstone and Hansen
(1993) have found that more educated citizens aoee nfikely to vote in
elections and participate in campaigns as educgiies citizens the skills and
resources needed to participate in politit§/erba et al. (1995) argue that
education not only directly increases levels oftipgration but also allows
citizens to acquire the civic skills necessary fi@atively communicate their

concerns to politiciang®

19 Cited in D.S. Hillygus. (2005). The Missing Linkxploring the Relationship between Higher
Education and Political EngagemeRulitical Behavior. Vol.27, No.J.27.

20 Cited in A.J. Berinsky & G.S. Lenz. (2010). Educatand Political Participation: Exploring the
Causal Link Springer Science + Business Media.358.
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Table 4.2: Educational Background of the Voters

Sl. No.  Education Male Percentage Female Percentage
1 llliterate - - - -
2 Below Matric 12 48 14 46.7
3 Matric 2 8 8 26.7
4 Higher
Secondary 6 24 7 23.3
5 Graduate 4 16 1 3.3
6 Post-Graduatse 1 4 - -

(Source: Field Work)

From the above table 4.2, all the respondentditerate, however the
voters ‘below matric category’ both male and femai¢ers seem to outscore
the ‘matric and above category’ in political papgtion. According to civic
education hypothesis tested by Hillygus, additiopaars of education can
continue to equip citizens with political informai that further eases the costs
of political engagemerit. She further argues that higher education imphss t
knowledge, skills, and political familiarity thaelp in navigating the political
world.?? However, the present study shows that participatémds to decrease
as the level of education goes higher. It is indiddrom the above table that
48 percent of male and 46.7 percent of female saez below matric with the
highest representation while there are only 8 pe#roé male voters and 26.7
percent of female voters with matric education. Tdraduate and above
category have a minimal representation particularlyemale voters. Again,
according to political meritocracy hypothesis tdsby Hillygus, intelligence
rather than education, is the more important dateamt of political

sophistication and political sophistication engesdmlitical participation.

21 Op cit, D.S. Hillygus, p.27.
22 |bid.
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4.4.3 Factors influencing the voters’ choice

There are several considerations, opinion and othetors that enter the
decision-making of the voter. The research schakited the respondents
through structured questions on how they arrivéhair decisions. It is found
that the head of the familthe leader of the locality and the like, still detene
one’s voting preference. Apart from that, there@tesr factors that are at play
in influencing voters decisions. However, the pn¢ésgtudy stresses on the
relevant political issues (highlighted on party mestos), candidate evaluation

and party identification.

Table 4.3: Factors influencing voters’ choice

Question Male Percentage Female Percentage

1. In deciding whom to vote foi
whose opinion mattered to yc
the most?
a) Local political leader - - - -
b) Local YMA leader - - - -
c) Husband/Wife - - - -
d) Friends/neighbors - - - -
e) Other family members

Colleagues 1 4 - -
f) No one, | voted on m

own 24 96 30 100
g) Others - - - -

h) Non-response - - - -

(Source: Field Work)

The above table shows that the respondents ardyhjgblitically
conscious at arriving decisions for whom to votehat time of elections. 96
percent of male and 100 percent of female voterse ldaimed that they
decided for themselves without the influence ofecgh Only one respondent

was induced to vote by the influence of others.
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4.4.3.1 Perceptions to the candidate

Table 4.4: Respondents’ perception to the candidate

Question Male Percentage Female Percentage

If voted for the
candidate, what was th
most important
consideration in favor
of the candidate?

a) We have family 1 4 1 3.3
ties or good
relation with the
candidate.
b) My family and | - - 1 3.3

have benefitted,
or expect to
benefit from the
candidate.
c) | amimpressed 16 64 18 60
by the
candidate’s
personality.
d) The candidate is 1 4 3 10
accessible.
e) The candidate 1 4 2 6.7
belongs to my
community.
f) Others. - - 2 6.7

(Source: Field Work)

People cast their vote on the basis of charismaopality or talent of
the candidate. The above table shows that 64 peofenale and 60 percent of
the female respondents are impressed by the cdedidpersonality. As
municipal elections are conducted on ward-basichvig a quite a small unit,
it is easy for the voters to understand the petsgualities and background of
the contesting candidate. Likewise, the candidiatglsl their own support-base
on the basis of their services to the ward or comtyuln view of this, the

voters are more candidate-oriented and are likeelote for a reliable, capable
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and honest candidate, who has been active in thencmity life and who is
likely to get things done for his supporters. Hoerwnly four respondents
voted for the candidate’s accessibility, while thmespondents voted for the

candidate representing their community.

4.4.3.2 Perceptions to the party

Table 4.5: Respondents’ perception to the party

Question Male Percentage Female Percentage

If voted along the party
line, what was the most
important consideration in
favor of the party?
a) My family members 3 12 2 6.7
are traditional
supporters / voters
of the party.
b) My family and | - - - -
have benefitted, or
expect to benefit
from the party.
c) The party has good - - 1 3.3
leadership.
d) The overall progran - - - -
/ performance of the
party is good.
e) The party has raise: - - - -
important issues in
their manifestos.
f) Others. - - - -

(Source: Field Work)

Even though local level elections are said to beigza elections in
India, party identification or party affiliation ems to have a minimal influence
on voter’'s choice. While it is argued that candédavaluation, issues and party

identification have all influence vote choice; pardentification has an
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additional effect on the other two attitudéddowever, the above table shows
that there are only six partisan voters who caait thote in favor of the party
either on the basis of traditional supporter or dyteadership of the party.
Another question was asked to the respondents (patgrs and non-voters)
regarding their party identification, to which 28&pondents (46.7%) identified
themselves with a particular party. The followiadple gives the classification

of respondents by party identification and age.

Table 4.6: Classification of respondents by partydentification and age

Age group Male Percentage Female Percentage
21-30 6 24 4 13.3
31-40 3 12 3 10
41 - 50 2 8 3 10
51-60 1 4 2 6.7

Above 60 2 8 2 6.7

(Source: Field Work)

From table 4.6, the younger age group (21 — 3@) 24t percent of male
and 13.3 percent of female has shown higher reptasen in terms of party
identification comparing to the other age groupcéding to Chandler
(1988), party identification is usually acquiredrr one’s parents during early
childhood socialization. It tends to increase wae but does not change
direction?* However, table 4.6 indicates the decreasing levklparty
identification in the older age group between 580-and above 60 category.
She also argues that partisanship or party ideatitin is not only remarkably

stable over an individual's lifetime; it is the gla best indicator of an

23 Op cit, M. Chandler. p.30.
24 |bid. p.30.
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individual’'s vote decision, which influences attias toward issues.
Partisanship or party identification is often sesnthe most meaningful cue to
voters in terms of which candidate they should sui$ The present study has
found that candidate evaluation is considered asntlost important factor
which determines the voter’'s choice at the AMC &bes 2015, while the
other two factors, party identification and issuesigon (manifesto) seem to

have a minimal influence on voter’s choice.

Table 4.7: Relation between AMC and State Legislate Assembly election

Question Male Percentage Female Percentage

In the upcoming 2018
state assembly electiol
would you vote for the

same party you voted

in the last AMC

election?
a) Yes 10 40 11 36.7
b) No 3 12 2 6.7
c) Depends on the
candidate 6 24 10 33.3
d) Can't say 6 24 7 23.3

e) Non-response - - - -

(Source: Field Work)

The next question asked to the respondents washemhétey would
vote for the same party in the next state assemlelstion. The responses are
given in Table 4.7 which indicates that out of Btevoters, 40 percent of male
and 36.7 percent of female voters have answerddirthitae upcoming 2018
state assembly election, they would vote for thraespolitical party they voted

in the last AMC election. It means that while 0rdl§.9 percent of the total

25 |bid.
26 C.W. Bonneau & D.M. Cann. (2013). Party Identifica and Vote Choice in Partisan and
Nonpartisan Election$Springer Science + Business Medial.
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voters voted on party basis and claimed to be gaartvoters, yet 40 percent of
the voters are willing to vote on party basis ie tiext election. In short, the
electorates were not willing to identify themselvegh any party but they did

cast their vote on party line.

4.4 .4 Political awareness of the voters

Political awareness refers to the knowledge abalitigal phenomena and
constitutes the knowledge about political instdns and processes and is a key
concept in theinderstanding of the political systémOut of the total sample
electorate of 60 respondents, 91.7 percent castubie while 8.3 percent of
the respondents did not cast exercise their rgbte. However, the question
iIs whether the respondents understand the signdeaf voting or not? The
scholar tries to understand their level of awargsnaad questions were asked
to the respondents regarding the party administtaéind policies. It can be
mentioned here that all the respondents are léeeatd they are expected to be

aware of the parties and their policies.

27K.S. Paddhy & P.P. Tripathy. (1994)oting Behavior of Tribals in Indi&anishka Publishers:
Delhi. p.141.
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Table 4.8: Political awareness of the voters withegard to

administration and policies of the party

Question Male  Percentage Female Percentage

Which party do you think i

better for the administratio

of the city?
a) Congress 2 8 4 13.3
b) MNF 5 20 7 23.3
c) ZNP 3 12 1 3.3
d) MPC 3 12 1 3.3
e) BJP - - - -
f) None 5 20 - -
g) Don’'t know 7 28 17 56.7

Which parties in the las

AMC election has raise

iIssues and problems yc

consider most important?
a) Congress 2 8 5 16.7
b) MNF 7 28 15 50
c) ZNP - - - -
d) MPC 1 4 - -
e) BJP - - - -
f) All party 1 4 - -
g) None 5 20 - -
h) Don’t know 9 36 12 40

Thinking of the way electiol

was conducted in the la

AMC election how would

you rate?
a) Fair 8 32 9 30
b) Somewhat fair 17 68 12 40
c) Unfair - 4 13.3
d) Don’t know - 5 16.7

Do you think that the role c

MPF has contributed towarc

free and fair election in th

last AMC election?
a) Yes 21 84 23 92
b) No 1 4 1 3.3
c) To some extent - - - -
d) Don’t know 3 12 6 20

(Source: Field Work)
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Table 4.8 has shown that 28 percent of male and fircent of female
voters are ignorant about party administration &/B6 percent of male and 40
percent of female voters are ignorant about issares problems raised by
different political parties. On the issue of freedair elections, 32 percent of
male and 30 percent of female voters are of thaiopithat the last AMC
election was fair; whereas 68 percent of male &hgefcent of female thinks
that it was somewhat fair. Only 13.3 percent of déamvoters find the election
unfair while 16.7 percent remains ignorant and dmdt label the election as
fair or unfair. It means almost one-third of thependents believe that the
AMC election was conducted in a free and fair manhe other words, the
majority of the respondents think that the electias not totally free and fair
even though the MPF and State Election Commisgied their best to end
electoral practices. The role of MPF is worth tosider and their contributions
toward free and fair elections are immense. Evengh 4 percent of male and
3.3 percent of female voters could not agree, 8dgme of male and 9@ercent
of female voters agreed that the role of MPF hadrimuted towards free and

fair elections.

4.4.5 Political participation of the voters

The term political participation refers to actuaktiipation in those voluntary
activities by which members of a society sharehm $election of rulers and
directly or indirectly in the formation of polityt is the process through which
individual plays a key role in the political lifef ociety. It denotes such

activities by which the citizens share in choositig government. The
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activities are voting, seeking information about tholicy of political parties
and of government, attending election meetings ritartiing money to the
party or election funds of its candidates, enrolmera party, canvassing for a

party and working in campaig#$.

Table 4.9: Voters’ political participation in vario us activities.

Question Male Percentage Female Percentage

In which activities did yoL
participate in the last AMC

election?
i. Attended electior
meetings / rallies
a) Yes 1 4 1 3.3
b) No 24 96 29 96.7

ii.  Participated in door t
door canvassing

a) Yes 1 4 1 3.3
b) No 24 96 29 96.7
li.  Contributed or
collected money
a) Yes - - - -
b) No 25 100 30 100

iv. Distributed electior
leaflets or put ug
posters
a) Yes - - 2 6.7
b) No 25 100 28 93.3
v. Attended joint
platforms
a) Yes 1 4 - -
b) No 24 96 30 100

(Source: Field Work)

The level of political participation particularlyegtion-related activities
of the respondents is significantly low while catesing the status of literacy
and level of education. It can be seen that whakpondents’ participation in

voting is pretty much encouraging, they are reloicta participate directly in

28 |bid. p.116.



121

other activities such as attending election mestimgrallies, canvassing for a
party, contributing money to the party etc. As ofrgued that greater the
education, higher is the degree of political pgvaton; the present study has
however shown that the degree of political parétign does not increase with

higher education.

The present study reveals that the respondents dxetled in literacy
and their level of education is quite satisfyingislinteresting to note that 50
percent of female respondents and 41.7 percent aé mespondents have
exercised their right to vote. The respondentshagkly conscious at arriving
decisions for whom they should vote at the timelettions. 98 percent of the
voters have decided for themselves without theu@rfte of others. Despite
their level of education, the voters’ political paipation in other activities is
not very encouraging. The degree of political ggration does not increase
with the level of education. Local level electiomsthe U.S. are nominally
nonpartisan but in the case of India, it is difféareshere local elections remain
partisan elections. For decades, scholars have inesested in the effect of
party identification on vote choice and have seartypidentification as the
most meaningful factor in both partisan and noripant election$® However,
the present study shows that at local level elastithe voters considered the
candidate factor to be the most important in deil@ng the voters’ choice,
while party identification plays a minimal roleimfluencing vote choice. From
the study, it is found that there are only six isart voters (10.9%) who voted

in favor of the party. On the other hand, 46.7 eetcof the respondents

2% Op cit, C.W. Bonneau & D.M. Cann. p.2.
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identified themselves with a particular party. Hoee with 10.9 percent of the
voters who claimed to be partisan voters, 40 péraktihe voters have asserted
that in the upcoming state assembly election, thewld vote for the same
party they voted in the last AMC election. Whilesitrue that 40 percent of the
voters are willing to vote on party basis in thetngection, the victory of the
party in local body elections does not necessal@termine its victory in the

state assembly elections.




Chapter V

Conclusion

Urban local body (ULB) is an institution that gomsrthe city area of a state. It
manages the urban affairs where the national palitiecisions are reshaped to
fit local conditions. It is the process of deceltation through which
democracy becomes a reality. It increases peoaisicipation in policy
formulation and its implementation. The significanof ULB has been
increasing and its role is more important in thvedi of the city dwellers than
the state or the Central Government. There arei@uidjuirements which are
local in nature, character and scope and can amfiatkled by evolving local
institution. As a result, there is a demand for@ppr establishment of ULB to
address and represent the issues of urban commiardtynore efficient way.
ULBs are mainly constituted for urban planning, arrbdevelopment and
administration in the urban areas. Its purpose [@omote responsiveness and
accountability and to provide responsive policydgmce and assistance to the

urbanites.

In India, local government forms the bottom ti€democracy, the first
two being the Central Government and the State fhovents. The ULB
functions within the provisions of the statute. TO&B in India enjoys a
limited jurisdiction with restricted powers and @iions. ULBs are governed
by the municipalities and corporation laws of thespective states in

accordance with the Y4Amendment Act of 1992. They are empowered with
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powers and responsibilities to enable them to fancas effective institutions
of self-government. These powers and responsésliire specified by the state
legislature in respect of preparation of plans éoonomic development and

social justice and for implementation of schemesiag be entrusted to them.

However, the ULBs in India still function under tk&ict supervision
and control of the State Government. Article 243Wthe Constitution listed
18 obligatory functions for the ULBs in India. Hovex, what functions and
responsibilities should be assigned to the muniitigs in place of or in
addition to what they have is still left to the tetdegislatures. The state

governments are not prepared to give up total obatrer all the subjects.

Actually, the success of Indian democracy dependshmon the
decentralization of power. The local governments the best institutions for
imparting democratic thoughts and education. higere the citizens obtain
their democratic rights and where the voices of ¢lizens are heard. It is
through the local governments that the local pnoislean be considered and
solved adequately. The local governments estallestmocracy in a wider
context. It is believed that the locals know bettdrat is required in their

locality whether it is for economic or social isswnfronting them.

In Mizoram, the ULB existed only after the Mizoravtunicipalities Act
was passed by the Government of Mizoram in 2007orBethe coming of
ULB in the state, the village councils had its prese both in rural and urban
areas with limited powers and resources which wiaaccordance with ‘The

Lushai Hills District (Village Councils) Act, 1953 he state government felt
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the need to set up ULB in Mizoram to bring aboué¢ thocio-economic
development in the urban area. Then, the Mizoramibpalities was passed
by the State Government in 2007. The first ULB knoas the Aizawl

Municipal Council (AMC) was established in Aizawhda started functioning
from 15t July 2008. So far, ULB in Mizoram has witnesse@ ®lections since

its existence.

Elections constitute an important element in thenaeratic process. It
enables the citizens to intervene directly in tloditipal process, select their
representatives and express their policy prefesengkections legitimize the
power exercised by the governments and make thera representative and
accountable. Elections form an integral and insspar part of democracy.
Democracy needs participation of the people ingitreernance of the country
and this participation is possible only when evguglified citizen is given the
right of franchise to enable him to elect the reprgative of his choice to the

legislature.

The study of the nature and trend of electiondMi@zoram is done
mainly on the basis of the performances among Hr@ws political parties
contesting the State Legislative Assembly electisinse 1987. Mizoram is a
state having two-party effective system in the eetisat the politics of
Mizoram have always been a battle between the itveb parties, the Congress
and the MNF; even though at times they were supdobty other parties in
forming an electoral alliance. It is true that Miam is no stranger to coalition

politics; however, the voters are virtually unwitl to vote for an untried party
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to power. The electorates prefer the change of povent after the completion

of two terms in which the Congress and the MNF Ibeen alternated in power
since the first State Assembly election till dafee voter turnout in the state
has always been very high ranging from 74 to 88qydr The voters have been
constantly displaying their awareness and consoeassin the political process
by participating in the electoral process. Eledidn the state have been
peaceful with a satisfying polling percentage. Biate Assembly elections are
mainly fought on local issues where different pcédit parties make almost
similar appeals and promises to the voters, like thtegration of the

contiguous areas inhabited by the Mizo with Mizordihe Congress’ flagship

programme — the New Land Use Policy (NLUP) in 20G& been a game
changer in Mizoram Assembly polls. Voters in Mizaorare more consumable

to the local issues rather than national issues.

The State Election Commission of Mizoram had sssftgly conducted
two General Elections to AMC in 2010 and 2015. athbthe elections, there
are 19 wards with six reserved seats for women hwinere determined by
draw of lots. In the 2010 AMC election, Ward No. ¥¥as open to General
which can be contested by any person from SC/SE(a¢oategory. However,

no seat was open to General category in the 2@&Hi@h

In India, it is a common trend that the turnowtrtgtd increasing as it
goes down the three tiers of democracy. In mangs;dke local body elections
tend to record higher turnout comparing to the amati and state assembly

elections. For example, Rajasthan have recorddaehiirnout in local body
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elections comparing to the national and state dsiserlections. Rajasthan
recorded a turnout of 63.09 percent in the 2014 &akha election; the turnout
in the state assembly election was 75.04 percend the turnout in the

elections to 129 urban local bodies held in 2015 wwre than 76 percent.
Given the turnout in the elections to the Mizoratat& Legislative Assembly,
the AMC election is expected to record a turnouber 70 percent. However,
the turnouts at the AMC elections were 63.60 pdreer 63.55 percent in
2010 and 2015 respectively. It means the voterotuusin the AMC elections
are lesser when compared with the State Assembettiehs. Nonetheless, the
voter turnouts in the AMC elections are signifidartitigher compared to the
developed cities like Bengaluru and Mumbai. Theswdtirnout in the election
of Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) was anal 45 percent in

2012. Similarly, the election to the Bengaluru’®am local body known as
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) witnesaetbw turnout of

around 49 percent in 2015.

At present, ULB in Mizoram performs only nine ftions which
include collection of property tax, control andleotion of parking fees, solid
waste management, hoardings, street lights, bgildadgistration, naming and
numbering of streets, issue of trade and food $een death and birth
certificates. Therefore the issues of autonomyhie LB in Mizoram still
remains incomplete and as a result, the voterBeotity tend to trust the State
Government over the urban local body due to lackuibnomy of the latter.

Urban local body in Mizoram is regarded as of lowitus in the minds of the
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voters and there is less interest in the electadidLB comparing to the state

assembly elections.

It is often lamented that voters in more developedas are more
reluctant to exercise their franchise as compaoethé voters in low profile
areas. While it would be wrong to make a geneedkstent that all developed
cities have a low voting percentage compared tal rareas in India. On the
other hand, the voter turnout in each Ward in hbéhelections has shown that
the Wards having high voter turnout belong to thw profile areas. In 2010,
the highest voter turnout was Ward No. | (DurtlabDgrtlang Leitan, Zuangtui,
Muanna Veng); further in 2015, Ward No XIX (Kulikaw Tlangnuam,
Tlangnuam Vengthar, Saikhamakawn, Melthum, Hlimeaprded the highest
turnout. Interestingly, both these Wards are frame tleast affluent and

disadvantaged areas located on the edge of the city

Coming to the ULB elections in Mizoram, it is maoe less similar to
the State Legislative Assembly elections wherentlén contest is between the
two main parties, the Congress and the MNF althdhgi did form an alliance
with other smaller parties except for the MNF inl20when it decided to
contest alone. In 2010, the Congress-ZNP allianaraged to secure 10 seats
while the remaining 9 seats went to the MNF-MPGantie. The opposition
party, the MNF had made a comeback in the 2015 AN&Ction securing 11
seats out of the total 19 seats it contested. €bergl ULB election witnessed

the victory of the MNF in which the ruling Congrdssl alliance was voted out
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of power after the completion of one term whichurdike the trend that the

people witnessed in the State Legislative Asseralagtions.

In 2015 AMC election, there are three candidate® Wwhve retained
their power in the same wards. In Ward No V, Rosigheta contested the
AMC election 2010 from Mizoram Peoples Conferenegtyp However, in
2015 AMC election he changed his party to Congrasd contested the
election from Congress party. He had won both taetiens from Ward No.V
but from two different parties. This means that tamdidate personality is
considered more important than party identificataanpeople cast their votes
irrespective of the candidate’s party. In Ward Nall, PC. Lalhmingthanga
contested the AMC election of 2010 from MNF pantg dad won the election.
Again in 2015, he won the AMC election from the saparty, in the same
ward. C. Lalsawivunga from Ward No. XVI also wontlibdhe elections in

2010 and 2015 from Congress party.

The strategies followed by different political pes to win the AMC
election are different but not very much. Campaigmsl manifestos are
actually the election strategies employed by thedickates and political parties
in the AMC elections. In general, the campaignhi@a AMC election follows a
direct form of campaigning, where the candidates @arty workers carry out
door-to-door canvassing and communicate directiy wthe voters. However,
some political parties, party leaders and even daedidates also use the
platform of social media to mobilize voters. Accoglto the field work carried

out by the scholar, only 5 percent of the respotddagreed that social media
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has helped them in deciding whom to vote for, wiite percent somewhat
agreed that the role of social media has helpem tikesome extent. Only 28.3
percent of the respondents made up their mind abbatto vote for during the
campaign. While 30 percent made up their mind asnsas the list of

contesting candidates is announced and 16.7 percaae their decision before
the campaign started. The study shows that the @igmgprocess in the AMC
election has a minimal influence on the voters’isiea. Similarly, manifestos

essentially have no impact on the voters. Only Bqrg of the respondents

considered manifestos as an important factor imddegzwhom to vote for.

It is found from the case study in four wardst timast of the candidates
are not satisfied with the rules and restrictidreg have been imposed on them
as well as political parties during the campaignl @&tectioneering process.
Public meetings, rallies and the like are bannethkbyMizoram People Forum
(MPF). There was only one joint platform organizsdthe MPF in the AMC
election, which was not even conducted in somehefwards. They are left
with only one chance or no chance at all to addthsspublic, introduce
themselves to the voters, and put forward theengfths and the failures of
their opponent. They feel that there should be npoitdic meetings where the
candidates could debate on grounds of differentesso that the voters could

decide the right person to vote for after analyzimgr views on certain issues.

One of the candidates claims that it is an ohlbgafor the candidates
and the parties to follow the Model Code of Condissued by the State

Election Commission because the Commission hasnstifational status and
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legal sanctions. However, he said that the rulgsosad by the MPF are not
backed by any law and do not have the right tolidthe party who go against

their rules.

The State Election Commission makes provisions #&lection
expenditure which can be incurred or authorizegancurred by a candidate
l.e., Rs. 1,00,000 for each Ward. The day-to-dayacts on expenditure have
to be maintained by the candidate in a registesqoiieed by the Commission
which is to made available for inspection at leasthree occasions during the
campaign period to the Designated Officers/Electidrservers appointed by
the Commission. However, the study found that noddhe candidates have
exceeded the ceiling of expenditure. It can be #&t both the MPF and State
election Commission failed to curb the lavish spegdnd power of money in

the AMC elections.

Education plays a key role particularly in a dematic polity as
participation tends to increase with educationislbften argued that higher
education imparts the knowledge, skills, and pmditifamiliarity that help in
navigating the political world. The study showstthiae graduate and above
category has a minimal representation, particulartiemale voters. However,
it is surprising to find out that the ‘below matreategory’ both male and
female voters seem to outscore the ‘matric and e@hlmategory’ in political
participation. From the study, a conclusion can dsawn that education
increases the participation in the electoral predag with higher education,

participation tends to decline.
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It is also found that the respondents are pollficanscious at arriving
the decisions to whom they should cast the votthattime of elections. 96
percent of male and 100 percent of female voterse hdaimed that they
decided for themselves without the influence ofecgh Only one respondent
was induced to vote by the influence of others. $tuely shows that at local
level elections, the voter’'s party identificationdamanifestos are lower in the
rank. The candidate factor occupies the most inaporiposition in the

perception of the respondents.

Actually, people cast their votes by the talentloarisma or personality
of the candidates. The study shows that 64 pemfentale and 60 percent of
the female respondents are impressed by the cdedidpersonality. As
municipal elections are conducted on ward-basichvig a quite a small unit,
it is easy for the voters to understand the petsqualities and background of
the contesting candidates. Likewise, the candidatekl their own support
base on the basis of their services to the warcbormunity. In view of this,
the voters are more candidate-oriented and ardy lilce vote for a reliable,
capable and honest candidate, who has been astive icommunity life and

who is likely to get things done for his supporters

In India it is said that local level elections agpartisan elections;
however, in the AMC election, party identification party affiliation seems to
have a minimal influence on voter's choice. It iggwed that candidate
evaluation, issues and party identification hauverdluence vote choice but

party identification has an additional effect onre tlother two attitudes.
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However, the study shows that there are only sikigaa voters who cast their
vote in favor of the party either on the basis raflitional supporter or good
leadership of the party. On the other hand, 2Baedents (46.7%) identified

themselves with a particular party.

It can be mentioned here that the study followedNhchigan model of
voting behavior which identified three clusters pblitical attitudes -
partisanship, candidate evaluation and issue-posifThe present study has
found that candidate evaluation is considered asntlost important factor
which determines the voter’'s choice at the AMC wbes 2015, while the
other two factors, party identification and issuesigon (manifesto) seem to
have a minimal influence on voter’s choice. Thedgtalso indicates that the
level of party identification in the older age gpobetween 51 — 60 and above

60 category is decreasing.

The study also found that out of the 55 voterspdfrent of male and
36.7 percent of female voters have claimed thahé upcoming 2018 state
assembly election, they would vote for the sametipal party they voted in
the last AMC election. It means that while only9d@ercent of the total voters
voted on party basis and claimed to be partisarrsplyet 40 percent of the

voters are willing to vote on party basis in thetredection.

All the respondents are literate, so they are expeto be aware of the
parties and their policies. The study however hasve that 28 percent of male
and 56.7 percent of female voters are ignorant ighaxty administration while

36 percent of male and 40 percent of female vaegsignorant about issues
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and problems raised by different political parti®s the issue of free and fair
elections, 32 percent of male and 30 percent oafemwoters are of the opinion
that the last AMC election was fair; whereas 6&pet of male and 40 percent
of female thinks that it was somewhat fair. Only3LBercent of female voters
find the election unfair while 16.7 percent remagnsorant and could not label

the election as fair or unfair.

The level of political participation particularlyegtion-related activities
of the respondents is significantly low while catesing the status of literacy
and level of education. The present study has shbatthe degree of political

participation does not increase with higher edocati

The study reveals that the respondents have eddalléeracy and their
level of education is quite satisfying. It is irgsting to note that 50 percent of
female respondents and 41.7 percent of male resptsthave exercised their
right to vote. The respondents are highly consc@uarriving decisions for
whom to vote at the time of elections. 98 percérhe voters have decided for
themselves without the influence of others. Degihiédr level of education, the
voters’ political participation in other activitids not very encouraging. The

degree of political participation does not increadth the level of education.

The present study concludes that at local levettieles, the voters
considered the candidate factor to be the most itapbin determining the
voters’ choice; while party identification playsnainimal role in influencing
vote choice. The study found out that there arg six partisan voters (10.9%)

who voted in favor of the party. On the other hanh@,7 percent of the
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respondents identified themselves with a particpkty. However, with 10.9
percent of the voters who claimed to be partisarrgp40 percent of the voters
have asserted that in the upcoming state asserndalyom, they would vote for
the same party they voted in the last AMC electifhile it is true that 40
percent of the voters are willing to vote on pdragis in the next election, the
victory of the party in local body elections doest necessarily determine its

victory in the state assembly elections.
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(Questions prepared by the scholar to understand #hstrategies and voting

behavior in the Aizawl Municipal Corporation election of 2015)
Questionnaire

1. In 2015 AMC election, there were some people whoewet able to
vote because they were not registered, they weile they were not
interested in voting or they just did not have tihge. What about you —
did you vote or did not vote in the last AMC eleci?

a) | did not vote
b) 1 am sure | voted
c) Did not answer
2. If not voted (specify)
3. When did you finally make up your mind about whovtde for?
a) On the day of voting
b) A day or two before voting
c) Earlier, during the campaign
d) Even before the campaign started
e) Can't say
4. In deciding whom to vote for, whose opinion mattete@ you the most?
a) Local political leader
b) Local YMA leader
c) Husband/wife

d) Friends/neighbors
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e) Other family members
f) Co-workers/colleagues
g) No one, | voted on my own
h) Others (specify)
i) Can'’t say
5. What was the time when you voted?
a) Before 9:00 am
b) Between 9:00 am and 12:00
c) Between 12:00 and 2:00 pm
d) After 2:00 pm
e) No answer
6. Did you vote along the party line or the candidate?
a) Party
b) Candidate
c) Others (specify)
7. People have different considerations while decidiigpm to vote for.
What mattered to you more while deciding whom ttevior?
a) Party
b) Candidate
c) Manifestos
d) Others (specify)
8. If voted for the candidate, what was the most irtgoadrconsideration in
favor of the candidate?

a) We have family ties or good relation with the calade
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b) My family and | have benefitted, or expect to béngbm the
candidate
c) | am impressed by the candidate’s personality
d) The candidate is accessible
e) The candidate belongs to my community
f) Others (specify)
9. If voted along the party line, what was the mogbamant consideration
in favor of the party?
a) My family members are traditional supporters / vetef the

party

b) My family and | have benefitted, or expect to béngbm the
party
c) The party has good leadership
d) The overall programme / performance of the pargosd
e) The party has raised important issues in their featas
f) Others ( specify)
10.In the upcoming 2018 State Assembly election, woud vote for the
same party you voted in the last AMC election?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Can't say
d) No answer
a) No answer

11.Do you support the reservation of seats for wonasmdcates?
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a) Yes
b) No
c) Can't say
d) No opinion
12.As compared to five years ago, how would you rat ¢ondition of
Aizawl city?
a) Much better
b) Better
c) Remained same
d) Worse
e) Much worse
f) No opinion
13.1s there any political party you particularly fedbse to?
14.1f yes, which party? And what is your important smeration in
favoring the party?
i.  Traditional supporter of the party
ii.  The party has good administration and leadership
iii.  The party has raised important policies and prognam
iv.  Others (specify)
15.1f no, what is your reason of not having tie wittyaolitical party?
I.  Not interested in politics / political parties
ii. 1 am a government servant and do not support ahtycab party
in particular.

lii.  Others (specify)



140

16.Thinking of different political parties contestimg the election, please
tell me -
a) Which party do you think is better for administoai?
b) Which party is better for the security of Aizawly&
17.During the last five years, please tell me whettner following have
impressed or deteriorated?

a) Pavements/ public streets

improved Remained deteriorated Don’t know

same

b) Solid waste management

improved Remained deteriorated Don’t know

same

c) Parking and parking fees

improved Remained deteriorated Don’t know
same
d) Market
improved Remained deteriorated Don’t know
same

18.Thinking of the way elections are conducted in It AMC election,
how would you rate?
a) Fair

b) Somewhat fair
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c) Unfair
d) No opinion
19.Do you think that the role of MPF has contributediards free and fair
elections in the last AMC election?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Can't say
d) No opinion
20.Political parties try a lot of different ways dugielections to encourage
people to vote. In your experience, which of th#éofeing did you
observe in the last AMC election?
a) Candidate / party worker / canvasser came to yousé to ask
your vote
b) Party / candidate contacted you or a family menthesugh a
phone call or recorded voice or SMS
c) Party / candidate offering to drive voters in ydoeality to the
polling stations
21.What was the single most important issue for youlemnoting in this
election?
22.In your opinion, which party in the last AMC eleati has raised issues
and problems you consider most important?
23.Some people say that they participate in varioussiaes during the
AMC elections, in which activities did you partieije?

a) Attended election meetings / rallies
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Yes No

b) Participated in door to door canvassing

Yes No

c) Contributed or collected money

Yes No

d) Distributed election leaflets or put up posters

Yes No

e) Attended joint platform

Yes No

24.Do you engaged in any social media?

Yes No

25.1f yes, specify.
26.How often do you use your social media?
a) Everyday
b) Quite often
c) Sometimes
d) Rarely

27.Do any social media help you in deciding whom ttevior?

yes no To some extent

28.Do you read a post or blog in any social media altiog elections in

Mizoram?

yes no To some extent

29.How regularly do you do the following for news -ilga sometimes,

rarely or never?
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d)
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Watch Television

daily sometimes rarely never Can't sa
Read newspaper

daily sometimes rarely never Can’t sa
Listen to radio

daily sometimes rarely never Can't sa

Use internet/facebook/twitter/WhatsApp

daily sometimes

rarely

never

Can’t sa




Annexure Il

Elections to Aizawl Municipal Corporation (AMC), 2010 & 2015

Ward No

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Ward No.

Vi

Vi

VIl

Xl

List of winning candidates

2010
AMC Election
Lalrinenga Sailo
(MNF)
Hmingthanzami
(ZNP)
Lalthanliana
(MPC)
Lalmalsawmi
(MNF)
Rosiamngheta
(MPC)
Zamanthangi
(MNF)
Zarzoliana
(ZNP)
P.C. Lalhmingthanga
(MNF)
P.C. Lalruatsanga
(MPC)
Lalzirliana
(Congress)
Lalchhuanmawii
(ZNP)

2015
AMC Election
R. Zomuanpuii

(Congress)
Lalringliana
(MNF)
K. Romawia
(MNF)
Laltlanzova Khiangte
(MNF)
Rosiamngheta
(Congress)
C. Lalmuanpuii
(MNF)

K. Lalhmingliani
(Congress)
P.C. Lalhmingthanga
(MNF)

B. Lalawmpuii
(MNF)

R. Lalbiakthanga
(MNF)

H. Zonunsanga
(MNF)



Ward No. XIlI

Ward No. XIlI

Ward No.XIV

Ward No. XV

Ward No. XVI

Ward No. XVII

Ward No. XVIII

Ward No. XIX

Laldinsangi
(Congress)
W. Chhuanawma

(ZNP)
Lal Rimawia
(ZNP)

C.T. Zakhuma
(Congress)
C. Lalsawivunga

(MPC)
Lalhuthangi
(Congress)
Biakthansanga
(MNF)
Ramhlunsanga

Congress
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R. Thanglura
(MNF)
Zonunsangi
(Congress)
Lalhmingmawia
(MNF)
Zodingpuii
(Congress)

C. Lalsawivunga
(MPC)

H. Vanlalruata
(Congress)
M. Zohmingthangi
(Congress)

C. Lalthansanga
(MNF)
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Introduction:

Urban Local Body (ULB) is the management of urbdfaies where the national
political decisions are reshaped to fit local cods. It is the process of
decentralization on the local level. It also refewsthe political mechanisms through
which local public decisions are made. Urban Lddadly functions as an institution to
increase people’s participation in policy formubatiand its implementation. It is an
institutional arrangement through which democraegdmes a reality. In today’s world,
ULB has much more role to play in the daily lifetb&é urban dwellers than the state or
the central government, as there are public reopgnés which are local in their
intensity, character and scope. These local prabland local requirements can be
tackled by evolving local solutions which calls farproper establishment of Urban
Local Body to address and represent the issuefieofutban community in a more

efficient way.

In India, local government forms the bottom tiérdemocracy, the first two
being the Central Government and the State Govertands it functions within the
provisions of the statute which has created it,ltwal government in India enjoys a
limited jurisdiction with restricted powers and fiions. According to International
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (1968), “LoGavernment may be loosely
defined as a public organization authorized to de@nd administer a limited range of
public policies within a relatively small territoswyhich is a subdivision of a regional or
national government”. The first Municipal Corpoaatiwas established in Madras in

1687 which marked the beginning of local governnmietidia.



In the post-independence era, there were many Uh@sthey were not
constitutionally empowered. A Constitutional Ameraith Act relating to urban
government (Municipalities) was passed by the Bawdint in December, 1992 and
became operative on April, 1993 which came to banknas the 74 Amendment Act,
1992 and has been inserted in Part IXA of the Im@anstitution. The Act is envisaged
to achieve grass-roots democracy by ensuring psopégticipation to come in contact
with the urban administration. Urban Local Bodies India are governed by the
municipalities and corporation laws of the respaxstates in accordance with the"74
Amendment Act. They are empowered through the @atieh by specifying the
powers and responsibilities to enable them to foncas effective institutions of self-

government.

The ULB in Mizoram is of recent origin and broudbtward by the Mizoram
Municipalities Act, 2007 which gave a head starthe establishment of the Aizawl
Municipal Council on 1 July, 2008. The commencement of Aizawl to a aityhie true
Constitutional sense as per the"7Amendment Act and the transition from the
administration of village councils to the admiragiion of Municipal government can be

seen as a positive step towards urban developmdrddministration.

The state witnessed the first election to the UInB3® November, 2010. As per
the 74" Amendment Act, six wards have been reserved ferwiomen candidates
which shall be rotated after every five years. Amawl Municipal Council consists of
19 elected members representing 19 wards of thawAizity and other 12 members
appointed by the Governor of Mizoram, collectivehown as the Board of Councillors
(BOC). The BOC is the highest decision making bofithe Aizaw!l Municipal Council

and is headed by the Chairman. Both the Chairmdrtta Vice Chairman are elected



by the elected Councillors. Besides the BOC, theran Executive Council (EC)
consisting of the Chairman, Vice Chairman and otheee members known as the
Executive Councillors appointed by the Chairmane BC exercises all the executive

powers.

In 2015, the Aizawl Municipal Council crossed timit of 3 lakhs in terms of
the Mizoram Municipalities Act, 2007. It statesttlaa urban area with a population of
3 lakhs or more may be declared as a larger un@mn As a result, it was upgraded to a
Municipal Corporation and named ds Aizawl Municipal Corporation (AMC) in
October 2015. Subsequently, the election to theawlizMunicipal Corporation was
held on 26 November, 2015. So far, ULB in Mizoram have wises two elections

since its existence.

Elections form an integral and inseparable partdehocracy. As democracy
contemplates free and fair elections, it can furcionly upon the faith that elections
are free and fair. Broadly speaking, election mspdy a choice. But equally a choice is
not a ‘vote in an election’ unless the chooser eoné to the specified legal procedure.
The Social Science Encyclopedia defines electiotAgderm of procedure, recognized
by the rules of an organization, (government ovgig) whereby all or some of the
members of the organization choose a smaller nuwiggersons or one person to hold

office of authority in the organization”.

The idea of election originated in the ancient &reigy states. In fact, elections
took a central place in politics for the first tinmethe Greek city states during the fifth

and sixth centuries BC.



Elections in India dates back to the British erae British Rulers, in pursuance
of their policy of divide and rule, introduced tegstem of Communal Electoral Rolls
in India under the Indian Councils Act of 1909. Tdeparate electorates were created
for Muslims together with a system of weighted esgntation. The system was
extended to other communities by the Governmenhdf Act, 1919 and 1935. The
then Indian political leaders particularly, the eidem fighters found the system
unjustified; the Parliament of India abolished ftdaintroduced the principle of “one
voter — one vote — one value”, provided in Secté clauses (3) and (4) of the

Representation of People Act, 1951.

The first election held in the Lushai Hills was tkkction to the District
Conference on I January 1946. The Indian Constitution under Atickd4 (2) and
275 (1) set up the Mizo District Council and Pavakber Regional Council in 1952
and 1953 respectively; and the first election ® Mizo District Council was held on 3
— 4" January, 1952 on the basis of adult franchiseerAfthe Chieftainship was
abolished in 1954, the District Council constitusedadministrative set up in the form
of village councils on the basis of universal friaise. The first election to the village

council was held in April 1954.

The Mizo District Council again was upgraded to status of Union Territory
in 1972 and named it as Mizoram. Consequently, Mizo witnessed the first
Assembly election in 1972. After 14 years, Mizoranas eventually upgraded to a full-
fledged state of Indian Union in 1986. The firseation to the State Legislative
Assembly was held on f'6-ebruary 1987. Since then Mizoram witnessed s&tate

Legislative Assembly elections till date.



Statement of the Problem

Caste, cultural, linguistic and religious diversatye the characteristic of Indian society
and have been recognised as important realms ddiest in Indian voting behavior.
There are scholars who argue that Mizoram hasguarpolitical identity and remained
largely unaffected by the fluctuations in natiopalitics (Lallianchhunga, 2009, p.168).
It has been observed that in Mizoram elections atteessibility and personality of the

candidates is more important than party identifocat

The study intends to focus on the Urban Local Beléggtions in Mizoram. The
turnouts in both of the Urban Local Body electi@ns significantly lower than that of
the State Assembly elections held in the precegaags. Mizoram has been witnessing
a high voter turnout in the State Legislative AsBbnelections. In fact, in the last three
Assembly elections held in Mizoram, the voter twtsowere 78.67 percent, 80.02
percent and 80.82 percent in 2003, 2008 and 20 ctively.lt is a cliché in India
that the turnout does not go down as one goes dosvtiers of democracy. This shows
that the turnouts at the AMC elections did notdellthe national trend where the
bottom tier of democracy records higher participatilt is proposed to study the voting
behavior in the AMC elections to understand theireaand trend of Urban Local Body
elections in Mizoram. Moreover, it will also exaraitthe connection between Urban

Local Bodies and state level elections.



Objectives

The objectives of the study are as follows:

1. To study the nature and trend of Urban Local Bddgteons in Mizoram.

2. To examine the election campaigns and manifesttdseocAMC elections.

3. To examine the voting behaviour in the AMC elecsion

4. To analyse the connection between Urban Local Boallystate level elections.

Research Questions

1. What are the nature and trend of Urban Local Bdégtiens in Mizoram?

2. What are the electoral strategies employed by tbétigal parties and
candidates?

3. What are the factors that influence the voting beha in the AMC elections?

4. Does the result in the AMC elections have any logain State Legislative

Assembly elections?

Methodology

The research work is both qualitative and quamnt#ain nature. The study uses both
primary and secondary sources. Primary sources catkected using schedule
guestionnaire. The study uses systematic randorplsepfor selecting the respondents
from four different wards; viz., Ward Ill, Ward VJIWard XIIl and Ward XVIIl. The

sampling size is 60 representing the 19 wards waielhselected from the electoral roll
of AMC, 2015. From each ward, one polling statisntaken up for the purpose of

selecting 15 respondents. Interviews were also waied to four candidates of the



AMC election, 2015 so as to get firsthand knowled@eut the electioneering process

in the AMC elections.

Primary sources also include party leaflets, pdeiph election manifestos,
statistical reports published by the Election Cossian of India, orders and
notifications published by the State Election Cossitn. Secondary sources include

articles in journals, articles in newspaper, boetks

Chapterisation:

The first chapter (Introduction) studies the coriadpurban local body, the meaning of
elections and the importance of elections in deamcrlt also includes a brief political
profile of Mizoram with reference to Aizawl Muni@p Corporation, statement of the
problem, review of literatures, objectives of thdéudy, research questions,

methodology, etc.

The second chapter (Elections in Mizoram) focumeshe nature and trend of
elections in Mizoram. It lays emphasis on the etiotuand elections of the urban local

body in Mizoram.

The thirdchapter (Campaign and Manifestos) examines theegies employed

by political parties and candidates in the Aizawléipal Corporation elections.

The fourth chapter (Voting behavior) discussesvirgous factors that influence
the voting behavior in the Aizawl Municipal Corpbom elections. It also examines the
relationship between the Aizawl Municipal Corpooatielections and State Legislative

Assembly elections.



The last chapter (Conclusion) summarises the sty also includes the

findings of the research.

Findings:

The study of the nature and trend of elections imok&m is done on the basis of the
performances among the various political partiestesting the State Legislative
Assembly elections since 1987. Mizoram is a statery two-party effective system in
the sense that the Assembly elections in Mizoraswian by the two rival parties, the
Congress and the MNF; even though at times they wepported by other parties in
forming an electoral alliance. While it is true thdizoram is no stranger to coalition

politics, the voters are virtually unwilling to vefor an untried party to power.

The electorates prefer the change of governmeat #ie completion of two
terms in which the Congress and the MNF had beennated in power since the first
State Assembly election till date. The voter tutnouthe state has always been very
high ranging from 74 to 83 percent. The voters ha@en constantly displaying their
awareness and consciousness in the political psdogarticipating in the electoral
process. Elections in the state have been peawdfula satisfying polling percentage.
The State Assembly elections are mainly foughtomallissues where different political
parties make almost similar appeals and promisdketosoters, like the integration of
the contiguous areas inhabited by the Mizos witlzdvhm. The Congress’ flagship
programme — the NLUP in 2008 has been a game chandtizoram Assembly polls.

Voters in Mizoram are more consumable to the |Issales rather than national issues.

The State Election Commission of Mizoram had sssftdly conducted two

General Elections to AMC in 2010 and 2015. Theduta at the AMC elections were



63.60 percent and 63.55 percent in 2010 and 2Geo#ively. In India, it is a common

trend that the turnout started increasing as wdayan the three tiers of democracy. In
many cases, the local body elections tend to rebayder turnout comparing to the
national and state assembly elections. Howeveegngilie turnout in the elections to the
State Legislative Assembly, the city is expectedetmrd a turnout of over 70 percent.
Nonetheless, the voter turnouts in the AMC eledtiare significantly higher compared
to the developed cities like Bengaluru (formerlynBalore) and Mumbai. The voter
turnout in the election of Brihanmumbai Municipadr@oration (BMC) was around 45

percent in 2012. Similarly, the election to the 8a&lnru’s urban local body known as
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) witnessddw turnout of around 49

percent in 2015.

It is often lamented that voters in a more devetbpreas are more reluctant to
exercise their franchise as compared to the vateadow profile areas. While it would
be wrong to make a general statement that all dpeel cities have a low voting
percentage compared to rural areas in India. Ootther hand, the voter turnout in each
ward in both the elections has shown that the wiaadeng high voter turnout belong to
the low profile areas. In 2010, the highest votenout was Ward No. | (Durtlang,
Durtlang Leitan, Zuangtui, Muanna Veng); further2@l5, Ward No XIX (Kulikawn,
Tlangnuam, Tlangnuam Vengthar, Saikhamakawn, Meithtllimen) recorded the
highest turnout. Interestingly, both these Warde &om the least affluent and

disadvantaged areas located on the edge of the city

The ULB elections in Mizoram are more or less Emio the State Legislative
Assembly elections where the main contest is betwte two main parties, the

Congress and the MNF,; although they did form aiaradle with other smaller parties
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except for the MNF in 2015 when it decided to cehtdone. In 2010, the Congress-
ZNP alliance managed to secure 10 seats whileethhaining 9 seats went to the MNF-
MPC alliance. The opposition, MNF party had madbuge comeback in the 2015
AMC election bagging 11 seats out of the total &8ts it contested. The second ULB
election witnessed the victory of the MNF in whitie ruling Congress led alliance was
voted out of power after the completion of one tevhich is unlike the trend that we

see in the State Legislative Assembly elections.

Campaigns and manifestos are mainly the electi@iegies employed by the
candidates and political parties in the AMC elat$ioln general, the campaign in the
AMC election follows a direct form of campaigninghere the candidates and party
workers carry out door-to-door canvassing and comaoate directly with the voters.
However, some political parties, party leaders amdn the candidates also use the
platform of social media to mobilize voters. Acdogito the field work carried out by
the scholar, only 5 percent of the respondentsealgifeat social media has helped them
in deciding whom to vote for, while 15 percent sarhat agreed that the role of social
media has helped them to some extent. Only 28.&pef the respondents made up
their mind about who to vote for during the campai@/hile 30 percent made up their
mind as soon as the list of contesting candidatesanounced and 16.7 percent made
their decision before the campaign started. Thdyssihows that the campaign process
in the AMC election have a minimal influence on theters’ decision. Similarly,
manifestos essentially have no impact on the votendy 8 percent of the respondents

considered manifestos as an important factor inddegwhom to vote for.

From the case study, it is found that most ofddedidates are not satisfied with

the rules and restrictions that have been imposeith@ candidates and political parties
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during the campaign and electioneering proceseSnublic meetings, rallies and the
like are banned by the MPF, there was only ond pstform organized by the MPF in
the AMC election, which was not even conductedame of the wards. They are left
with only one chance or no chance at all to additesgpublic, introduce themselves to
the voters, and put forward their strengths andfaileres of their opponent. They feel
that there should be more public meetings where credidates could debate on
grounds of different issues so that the votersdalgcide the right person to vote for

after analyzing their views on certain issues.

One of the candidates claims that it is an ohligafor the candidates and the
parties to follow the Model Code of Conduct issbgdhe State Election Commission
because the Commission has a Constitutional statddegal sanctions. However, he
said that the rules imposed by the MPF are notdzhtk any law and do not have the

right to invalid the party who go against theirasil

According to the Model Code of Conduct, the elmatexpenditure which can be
incurred or authorized to be incurred by a candidatRs. 1,00,000 for each ward.
Three out of four candidates have claimed that thaye exceeded the ceiling of

expenditure by 5 to 6 times the prescribed limit.

The present study has made a modest effort to iaratine voting behavior in
the 2015 AMC election. The study follows the Michingmodel of voting behavior
which identified three clusters of political attites: partisanship, candidate evaluation
and issue position. Out of the 60 respondents, 4887%) are male; whereas, 32
(53.3%) are female. There are 5 respondents whoatidast their vote in the last AMC

election which constitutes of 8.3 percent of thegle electorate, while the remaining
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91.7 percent exercised their right to vote. Intemgby, the non-voter percentage is quite
low with 3.3 percent of female non-voters while tim@le non-voters comprise of 5

percent of the sample respondents.

Education plays a key role particularly in a deratic polity as participation
tends to increase with education. It is often artha higher education imparts the
knowledge, skills, and political familiarity thaelp in navigating the political world
(Hillygus, 2005, p. 27), the study shows that thadgate and above category has a
minimal representation particularly in female veteHowever, the rather surprising
picture is that the ‘below matric category’ bothlenand female voters seem to outscore
the ‘matric and above category’ in political paetion. From the study, a conclusion
can be drawn that education increases the patticipan the electoral process but with

higher education, participation tends to decline.

The respondents are politically conscious at argithe decisions to whom they
should cast the vote at the time of elections. 8&gnt of male and 100 percent of
female voters have claimed that they decided femdelves without the influence of
others. Only one respondent was induced to votthéynfluence of others. The study
shows that at local level elections, the voter'stypaentification and manifestos are
lower in the rank. The candidate factor occupies riost important position in the

perception of the respondents.

People cast their votes by the talent or charism@ewsonality of the candidates.
The study shows that 64 percent of male and 6Cepexf the female respondents are
impressed by the candidate’s personality. As mpalalections are conducted on ward

basis which is a quite a small unit, it is easytfer voters to understand the personal
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gualities and background of the contesting candglatikewise, the candidates build
their own support-base on the basis of their sesvto the ward or community. In view
of this, the voters are more candidate-oriented, ame likely to vote for a reliable,
capable and honest candidate, who has been anotitree icommunity life and who is

likely to get things done for his supporters.

Even though local level elections are said to lrigzm elections in India, party
identification or party affiliation seems to havemgnimal influence on voter’s choice.
While it is argue that candidate evaluation, issaed party identification have all
influence vote choice; party identification has aufditional effect on the other two
attitudes (Chandler, 1988, p. 30). However, thealystshows that there are only six
partisan voters who cast their vote in favor of plaety either on the basis of traditional
supporter or good leadership of the party. Ondtier hand, 28 respondents (46.7%)

identified themselves with a particular party.

The study indicates the decreasing level of paténiification in the older age
group between 51 — 60 and above 60 category. Tesept study have found that
candidate evaluation is considered as the mostriapiofactor which determines the
voter's choice at the AMC elections 2015, while tbéher two factors, party
identification and issue position (manifesto) seemhave a minimal influence on

voter’'s choice.

The study also indicates that out of the 55 voté@spercent of male and 36.7
percent of female voters have claimed that in tpeoming 2018 state assembly
election, they would vote for the same politicaktpahey voted in the last AMC

election. It means that while only 10.9 percenths total voters voted on party basis
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and claimed to be partisan voters, yet 40 percéthe voters are willing to vote on

party basis in the next election.

Since all the respondents are literate they areard to be aware of the parties
and their policies. The study has shown that 2&eyerof male and 56.7 percent of
female voters are ignorant about party administnathile 36 percent of male and 40
percent of female voters are ignorant about issunek problems raised by different
political parties. On the issue of free and faectibns, 32 percent of male and 30
percent of female voters are of the opinion thatlést AMC election was fair; whereas
68 percent of male and 40 percent of female thih&sit was somewhat fair. Only 13.3
percent of female voters find the election unfahilesr 16.7 percent remains ignorant

and could not label the election as fair or unfair.

The level of political participation particularlyeetion related activities of the
respondents are significantly low while considerthg status of literacy and level of
education. The present study has shown that theeeegf political participation does

not increase with higher education.

The study reveals that the respondents have esdalléeracy and their level of
education is quite satisfying. It is interesting mote that 50 percent of female
respondents and 41.7 percent of male respondents dxercised their right to vote.
The respondents are highly conscious at arrivirggsas for whom to vote at the time
of elections. 98 percent of the voters have decfdethemselves without the influence
of others. Despite their level of education, theevs political participation in other
activities is not very encouraging. The degreeaditipal participation does not increase

with the level of education.
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The present study also shows that at local leedtieins, the voters considered
the candidate factor to be the most important iterdeining the voters’ choice, while
party identification plays a minimal role in inflaeing vote choice. From the study, we
find that there are only six partisan voters (10.9%0 voted in favor of the party. On
the other hand, 46.7 percent of the respondentdifidel themselves with a particular
party. However, with 10.9 percent of the voters valemed to be partisan voters, 40
percent of the voters have asserted that in theming state assembly election, they
would vote for the same party they voted in thé AdC election. While it is true that
40 percent of the voters are willing to vote ontpdrasis in the next election, the
victory of the party in local body elections doex necessarily determine its victory in

the state assembly elections.

The ULB elections in Mizoram have witnessed a lotuenout comparing to the
state assembly elections. The ruling party is ma¢rga second chance unlike the trend
in the state level elections. Campaign and mamigeste the main electoral strategies of
political parties and candidates but they have méhiinfluences on the voters’ choice.
Candidate evaluation has the most influence onrs'othoice. The victory of the party

in the ULB election does not determine its victoryhe state assembly elections.



16

Selected Bibliography:

Secondary Sources:

l. Books:

Ali, R. (1996).Representative Democracy and concept of free ainctlections.New
Delhi: Deep and Deep Publications.

Chakravaraty, P. (1997Democratic Government and Electoral Procelsew Delhi:
Kanishka Publishers.

Chhuanvawra, K.L. (2009Mizo Union Kha (1946-1974RAizawl: Lois Bet.

Duignan, B. (2013).Political Parties, Interest Group and ElectioNew York:
Britannica Educational Publishing.

Goel, S.L. (2011)Urban Local Self Government-Administration and Mgement in
the 2F' Century.New Delhi: Deep and Deep Publications.

Himmelweit, H.T., Humphreys, P., Jaeger, M. & Katk, (198]). How Voters Decide:
A longitudinal study of political attitudes and wa extending over fifteen
years New York: Academic Press Inc.

Huntington, Samuel, P. (1990)he Third Wave: Democratization in the late Twehtie
Century.Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.

Lalchungnunga. (1994Mizoram Politics of Regionalism and National Intagon.
New Delhi: Reliance Publishing House.

Maheshwari. S.R. (2013)ocal Government in IndigAgra: Lakshmi Narain Agarwal.

McDonald, Michael,D., & Budge, | (2005klections, Parties, Democracy: Conferring

theMedian MandateNew York: Oxford University Press.



17

Mehra, A.K. (2010)Emerging Trends in India Politics — The"&eneral Election
New Delhi: Centre for Public Affairs.

Padhy, K.S. & Tripathy, P.P. (1994Y.oting Behavior of Tribals in IndiaDelhi:
Kanishka Publishers.

Parashar, P.N. (2003jlistory and Problems of Municipal Adminstrationlidia. New
Delhi: Sarup and Sons. Vol. 1 & 2.

Prasad, R.N. (19875 overnment and Politics in MizorarNew Delhi: Northern Book
Centre

_ (2006).Urban Local Self Government in India-With ReferemgeNorth Eastern
StatesNew Delhi: Mittal Publications.

Prasad, R.N. & Agarwal, A.K. (1991)olitical and Economic Development of
Mizoram.New Delhi: Mittal Publications.

Reichley, A.J. (1987)Elections American StyldaNashington D.C.: The Brookings
Institution

Roy, M. (1996).India Votes Elections 1996: A critical analysiéew Delhi: Deep and
Deep Publications.

_ (2000).Electoral Politics in India. New Delhi: Deep and Deep Publications.

Sachdeva, P. (1993)rban Local Government in Indi&llahabad: Kitab Mahal.

Sills, David, L. (1968).International Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciendesdon:

MacMillan Publishers. Vol.5, Vol.9 & 10, Vol.15, %17.

II.  Articles :
Ahmad, I. (1977). Election studies in Indigconomic and Political Weekly. Vol.12.

No.39.



18

Avasthi, R. (1958). Elections and Electioneerind\intient GreeceThe Indian Journal

of Political Science. Vol.19, No.3.

Bagchi, S. (1999). Myth of Empowering Urban Locadis.Economic and Political

Weekly. Vol.34. No.37.

Chandler, M. (1988). Models of Voting Behavior inrey ResearctSynthese Vol.76,

No.1.

Eldersveld, S.J. (1951). Theory and Method in ptehavior Researcfihe Journal

of Politics Vol.13, No.1.

Hillygus, D.S. (2005). The Missing Link: explorintbe Relationship Between Higher

Education and Political EngagemeRblitical Behavior. Vol.27, No.1.

Lallianchhunga. (2009). Mizoram: The Congress hadtdsGround. Economic and

Political Weekly. Vol. XLIV No.39.

Morris-Jones, W.H. (1957). Indian Voting BehavioBacific Affairs. Vol.30. No.3.

Prasad, R.C. (1980). Local Government and Developnte India. International

Political Science Review. Vol.1 No.2.

Satapathy, R.K. (2004). Positive Vote for the St&@evernment.Economic and

Political Weekly. Vol.39, No.51.

II. Internet sources:

Aizawl Municipal Corporation: http://amc.mizoramgm

Election Commission of Indiavww.eci.nic.in



19

Mizoram Presbyterian Church Syngadww.mizoramsynod.org

State Election Commission, Mizoram: http://sec.mamo.gov.in

Primary Sources:

l. Persons Interviewed:

Dalkhena, Candidate AMC election 2015, Ward No.(Dlated 17/11/2016)

Lalremthanga, President, Aizawl North II| MNF Gro(pated 14/07/2016)

Laltlanzova Khiangte, AMC Councilor, Ward No. \Ddted 09/11/2016)

Rosiamngheta, AMC Councilor, Ward No. V. (Dated1112016)

R. Vanlalvena, MLA, Aizawl South I. (Dated 14/0718)

Vanlalrengpuii, Candidate AMC election 2015, Waro. XVIII. (Dated 14/11/2016)

Zosangliana Ralte, Treasurer, Aizawl North Il MNPB&K. (Dated 11/07/2016)

I1. Parties’ Documents:

Mizo National Front. (2015)Election Manifesto for Aizawl Municipal Corporation

Election 2015Aizawl: MNF General Headquarter.

Mizoram Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC) & MizorBeople’s Conference
(MPC). (2015). Joint Manifesto for Aizawl Municipal Corporation dition 2015.

Aizawl: MPCC & MPC Joint Campaign Committee.

National Democratic Alliance Mizoram. (2015Election Manifesto for Aizawl

Municipal Corporation 2015Aizawl: NDA Mizoram.



20

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between pditiparties and MPF (2015).

Aizawl: MPF General Headquarter.

1I. Government Sources:

Government of Mizoram. (2010Compendium of 1 General Election to Aizawl
Municipal Council.Aizawl: State Election Commission.

(2015Fompendium of "? General Election to Aizawl

Municipal Council Aizawl: State Election Commission.

(2009Extra Ordinary Gazette Notification No. H.
12018/120/03-LJD.The Mizoram Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 200Dated
09/11/2009.

(2015xtra Ordinary Gazette Notification No. H.

12018/120/2013-LIDThe Mizoram Municipalities (Second Amendment) A2915.

Dated 25/03/2015.



	Dissertation.pdf
	Abstract.pdf

